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Petition of Blue Ridge Real Estate Company



Docket Number:

for an exception from the Commission’s




   E-00060067
requirements for underground electric
distribution facilities at 52 Pa. Code §57.86.


ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:



On October 10, 2006, Blue Ridge Real Estate Company (“Petitioner”), pursuant to the provisions of 52 Pa. Code §57.86, filed a Petition requesting an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities.  This petition is in connection with the construction of the Jack Frost Mountain Planned Residential Development (PRD) Phase I, in Kidder Township, Carbon County, PA.


The Commission’s regulations provide that “whenever a public utility or an affected person believes that the application of the requirements in §57.83 (relating to Applicants for electric service) works an undue hardship, involves a physical impossibility, or is otherwise inappropriate, the utility or persons may request an exception from the underground requirements.”


The Petitioner gave the following reasons for seeking relief from the Commission’s underground requirements:
· The proposed development is Phase I of a 5-Phase residential development totaling 1,617 units.  Phase I will include a total of 


246 units with lot sizes ranging from a footprint to 0.75 acre.  
· Excavation has revealed shallow depth to bedrock at several locations in the project site. Underground facilities would generate excessive cost due to blasting and removal of the bedrock.
· Based on on-site soils and geological testing that was conducted by B.F. Environmental Consultants and others, the project area has a significant number of major discontinuous areas with shallow depth to bedrock, exposed rock ledges, boulder colluvium, and non-hydric soils with high seasonal water table.  Such environmental constraints on the site present substantial impediments to the installation of underground utilities.
· These surrounding developments have overhead facilities; 

             
Split Rock – located about 1.5 miles away at Lake Harmony, PA.
Lake Harmony Estates – located about 3.0 miles away at Lake Harmony, PA.



Greenwood Acres – located about 3.5 miles away at Blakeslee, PA.
· The Petitioner provided a letter from a professional firm (R.K.R. Hess  Associate, Inc. – Surveyors, Planners, Engineers, Landscape Architects & Environmental Scientists) attesting to the topographical and environmental condition of the site. 
· The Petitioner also provided a letter from the professional firm of B.F. Environmental Consultants of Dallas, PA. attesting to the presence of bedrock at shallow depth at the project site.

In consideration of the foregoing, we find and determine that Blue Ridge Real Estate Company meets the requirements as defined at 52 Pa. Code §57.86 and should be granted an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities.  This exception will also apply to the provision of telephone services as provided for at 52 Pa. Code §63.41(i); THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED:


That the Petition at Docket No. E-00060067 filed by Blue Ridge Real Estate Company for an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities with respect of the Jack Frost Mountain Planned Residential Development Phase I, in Kidder Township, Carbon County, be, and hereby is, granted.  This exception also applies to the provision of telephone service as provided for at 52 Pa. Code §63.41(i). 







BY THE COMMISSION,







James J. McNulty








Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  December 21, 2006
ORDER ENTERED:  December 28, 2006
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