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Before us for consideration is the Initial Decision in the matter of Susan H. & Edward Schmidt v. Dominion Retail, Inc., t/a Peoples Plus.  The Initial Decision sustains the Respondent’s Preliminary Objections and dismisses the complaint without hearing for the following reasons:
· Lack of jurisdiction over the subject matter

· The question presented is one of law only

· A hearing is not necessary to protect the public interest
After reviewing the formal complaint, I conclude that the complainant should have an opportunity for a hearing.  Complainants allege inadequate notice prior to expiration of contract.  Our regulations define a disclosure statement as: “The written disclosure of the terms of service between an NGS and a customer which satisfies the definition of “consumer contract” in section 3 of the Plain Language Consumer Contract Act (73 P. S. §  2203).”
  In addition, the Commission established regulations to facilitate the interaction between natural gas providers and consumers.
  Under these provisions, the Commission may have jurisdiction, and the complaint may raise an issue of public interest.
  Therefore, this matter should be remanded to the Office of Administrative Law Judge.
  
Therefore, I move that:
1. The Initial Decision be reversed consistent with this Motion.

2. This case be remanded to the OALJ for a hearing and a decision.

3. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare the appropriate Opinion and Order consistent with this Motion.
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	James H. Cawley, Vice Chairman


� 52 Pa. Code § 62.72  (relating to definitions).





� 52 Pa. Code §§ 62.71- .80.





� For example, 52 Pa Code § 62.75 requires a 90 and 60 day notice concerning change in terms at the end of a fixed term agreement.





� This does not preclude mediation or settlement as possible methods to resolve this dispute.
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