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	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 

Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 

52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G,
with respect to the relocation of a portion of

the Lycoming-Lock Haven #3 Transmission 

Line in Wayne Township, Clinton County, Pa.

for the Clinton County Solid Waste Authority.  
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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



On April 27, 2007, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d) (1) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  On May 11, 2007, PPL Electric filed a revision to the engineering design of the line relocation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.

ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

v) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Clinton County Solid Waste Authority, Clinton County Commissioner, Clinton County Planning Department, Wayne Township Supervisor, and Wayne Township Planning Commission.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric proposes to relocate a portion of the Lycoming-Lock 
Haven #3 138/69 kV Transmission Line in Wayne Township, Clinton County at the request of Clinton County Solid Waste Authority (CCSWA).  The portion of the Lycoming-Lock Haven #3 138/69 kV Transmission Line to be relocated is situated entirely on land owned by CCSWA.  The purpose of the relocation is to permit CCSWA to expand its present land fill at that location.  The entire project will be located on property owned by CCSWA except that there will be an aerial crossing of United States Route 220.  CCSWA will grant to PPL Electric a new right-of-way for the relocation. When the portion of Lycoming-Lock Haven #3 138/69 kV Transmission Line on the land of CCSWA has been relocated, the existing right-of-way will be abandoned by PPL Electric, and the CCSWA will be able to expand its land fill.  All required permits for the crossing of U.S. Route 220 will be obtained before construction of the crossing is commenced.




The project involves the removal of approximately 0.73 mile portion of the Lycoming-Lock Haven #3 138/69 kV Transmission Line and the installation of  0.9 mile of transmission line along the periphery of the tract of land owned by the CCSWA which contains the land fill.  The relocated transmission line will cross over and then parallel a short portion of U.S. Highway 220. It will then parallel a portion of the Norfolk Southern railroad line.  It will also cross over PPL Electric’s Woolrich 69 kV Transmission Line and turn south to reconnect with the existing line.


PPL Electric states that the proposed relocated transmission line will consist of a combination of single and multi-pole, direct embedded, fabricated steel poles with guyed angles.  Twelve existing wood pole structures will be replaced by 14 new steel pole structures installed on average spans of 335 feet on the relocated line section.  The new steel pole structures will on average extend 100 feet above the ground.  Three 
556.5 KCMIL, 24/7 strand, ACSR power conductors, and one 3/8 inch high strength steel overhead ground wire will be installed on the relocated line section.

           PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed work in relocating the portion of the Lycoming-Lock Haven #3 138/69 kV Transmission Line on the property of CCSWA is $1,020,000 and CCSWA will bear the entire estimated cost of the project.  The project has a scheduled construction date of July, 2007, to support the project in-service date of August, 2007.

PPL Electric states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds the National Electrical Safety 
Code (NESC) standards, PPL Electric’s design criteria and safety practices, and all applicable legal requirements.  The proposed project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.


PPL Electric states that the proposed project will have no additional land use impacts because the entire project will be located within land owned by CCSWA.  No railroads, communication towers, pipelines, or other utilities will be affected by the proposed project.  The nearest aviation facilities are the Jersey Shore Airport, which is approximately 6.8 miles from the proposed new location of the Lycoming-Lock 
Haven #3 138/69kV Transmission Line, and the Piper Airport, which is approximately 3.6 miles from the project location.  The project will have no effect on the airports or light operations.


PPL Electric states that the project has been reviewed by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC).  The PHMC has identified a recorded archaeological site close to the proposed project.  As long as PPL Electric takes care to avoid the site, no further archaeological investigations are required.

PPL Electric states that the project will not impact any unique geological, scenic, or natural areas.  No wetlands, water bodies, or streams will be affected by the proposed line.  The project will have no known effects on wildlife, threatened or endangered plant, or animal life.  Tree clearing for the project will be minimal, and PPL Electric’s “Program for Vegetation Management” will be applied to mitigate any impacts. 


PPL Electric states that the project will not cross any wetlands, but it will cross an area designated as “Waters of the U.S.”  All required permits will be acquired prior to the start of construction.  PPL Electric will employ its “Specifications for Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control on Transmission Line Rights-of-Way” as appropriate.



PPL Electric states that the proposed project was reviewed with officials from Wayne Township and Clinton County.  Neither of these governmental units objects to the project.



The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:


That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the Lycoming-Lock Haven #3 138/69kV Transmission Line relocation in Clinton County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved. 







BY THE COMMISSION,







James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  June 21, 2007
ORDER ENTERED:  June 26, 2007
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