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Motion of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation to

 Docket No. M-00072020

Hold This Proceeding in Abeyance Pending
Resolution of the Base Rate Case

ORDER HOLDING PROCEEDING IN ABEYANCE
BY THE COMMISSION:


Before the Commission is a motion filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) requesting that its Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan, docketed at M-00072020, be held in abeyance pending resolution of its base rate case.  By this order, we will grant this motion.   
DISCUSSION
Background

PPL Electric is an electric distribution company and a provider of last resort services subject to the regulatory jurisdiction of the Commission.  PPL serves approximately 1.4 million customers throughout a 10,000 square mile service territory in all or portions of 29 counties in eastern and central Pennsylvania, with principal offices in Allentown, Pennsylvania.

On March 29, 2007, PPL Electric filed Supplement No. 54 to Tariff-Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 201, together with substantial supporting data, exhibits and testimony.  In that filing, pursuant to Section 1308(d) of the Public Utility Code, PPL Electric proposed a general increase in base rates of approximately $83.6 million (“base rate proceeding”).  The Commission docketed the base rate proceeding at Docket No. R-00072155.

In the base rate proceeding, PPL Electric included its Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan as Exhibit TRD-3.  Further, PPL Electric addressed the Universal Service & Conservation Plan in PPL Electric Statement No. 8, pages 16-17.  There, PPL Electric explained why it included its Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan as an exhibit in the base rate proceeding as follows:
In the Final Investigatory Order regarding Customer Assistance Programs at Docket No. M-00051923, the Commission indicted that the most appropriate course of action regarding funding for CAP is to continue its case-by-case review as part of each utility’s three-year universal service plan under 52 Pa. Code § 54.74.  The Order, on page 19, also directs “…that Commission regulations be amended so that (1) a utility’s CAP rules are placed in its tariff, (2) the triennial update filing take the form of a tariff filing and (3) adjustments to the CAP surcharge be addressed in the same tariff filing.” Because PPL Electric’s three-year plan is due to the Commission on June 1, 2007, the Company proposes to include a review and approval of the plan as part of this filing for increase distribution service rates.  The plan, which follows the organizational format established by the Commission, includes a description of OnTrack, WRAP, Operation HELP and CARES.  Exhibit TRD-3 provides a copy of the proposed three-year universal service plan.  The Company will include the plan as an appendix to its retail tariff in the tariff supplement it will file in compliance with the final order issued by the Commission at the conclusion of this proceeding.
PPL Electric Statement No. 8, pp. 16-17.
PPL Electric’s Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan is actively being considered by Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) Susan D. Colwell and the parties in the base rate case.  It is anticipated that any issues regarding the Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan will be resolved as part of the final resolution of the base rate case proceeding.  However, to insure compliance with universal service plan requirements, PPL Electric filed the Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan separately, a second time, on June 1, 2007.  The Commission docketed the June 1 Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan filing at 
M-00072020.  
On July 9, 2007, PPL Electric filed the instant motion requesting that its Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan be held in abeyance.  Copies of the Petition were served on all parties of record in its base rate case, including Chief ALJ Veronica A. Smith, ALJ Colwell, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and the Office of Trial Staff.  No answers were received opposing the motion.
Motion to Hold Proceeding in Abeyance

In its motion, PPL Electric asks the Commission to grant its request to hold the proceeding on its Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan, docketed at M-00072020, in abeyance pending resolution of its base rate case.  PPL Electric explains that it would be wasteful of the efforts of the Commission, PPL Electric, and other parties for the Commission to consider its plan at the instant docket because such an endeavor would duplicate the efforts of PPL Electric, the ALJ, and the parties to the base rate case that is also pending before the Commission.  PPL Electric states that if all issues related to the Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan are resolved in the base rate proceeding, it would incorporate any modifications ordered by the Commission into its plan.  In this situation, the proceeding for PPL Electric’s Universal Service & Energy Conservation Plan at the instant docket could be terminated.

Section 1.15(b) of the Commission’s regulations, 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b), allows for proceedings to be continued for good cause shown.  In its motion, PPL Electric has shown good cause in the preservation of scarce administrative resources for holding the proceeding on its Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan at Docket No. 
M-00072020 in abeyance pending the resolution of its base rate proceeding;

THEREFORE, 


IT IS ORDERED:

That PPL Electric Utilities Corporation’s motion that its Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan at Docket No. M-00072020 be held in abeyance pending the outcome of its base rate case at Docket No. R-00072155 is hereby granted.







BY THE COMMISSION,






James J. McNulty,







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:   July 25, 2007
ORDER ENTERED:    July 25, 2007
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