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October 4, 2007
A-00122496

TO ALL PARTIES


Application of the Department of Transportation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the approval to replace the existing overhead bridge where S. R. 1038 and S. R. 4025 cross over a single track of the Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc. (DOT # 869 352 J) in West Kittanning Borough, Applewood Borough and East Franklin Township, Armstrong County; and the allocation of costs incident thereto.

To Whom It May Concern:



At a location in West Kittanning Borough, Applewood Borough and East Franklin Township, Armstrong County, State Route 1038 and State Route 4025 cross, above grade, a single track of Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad Inc. (BPRR).


By application filed March 9, 2006, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department) seeks Commission approval to replace the existing bridge structure carrying S. R. 1038 and S. R. 4025 above the railroad track.



The existing structure is an eight-span, multi-steel girder bridge supported by concrete abutments and piers.  The length of the existing bridge is approximately 460 feet.  The bridge carries two traffic lanes, each 12-foot wide with four-foot wide shoulders, along both sides, and a four-foot wide sidewalk on the east side.


The Department proposes to replace the existing bridge with a four-span, steel multi-girder bridge and single span rolled beam T-span.  The new bridge will carry a nine-inch reinforced concrete deck and will provide three, 12-foot wide traffic lanes with 2.67-foot wide shoulders on both sides.  A new, five-foot wide sidewalk will be constructed on the east side of the new bridge.  The single-span rolled beam T-span will be attached to the northern most span of the main bridge to allow the intersection of the two state highways (S. R. 1038 and 4025).  New concrete abutments and piers will be constructed to support the superstructure.  The overall width of the bridge will be 50.8 feet.  The length of the new bridge will be 521.0 feet between centerline of bearings.  A minimum vertical clearance of 22.04 will be provided above the railroad track.  The approach to the new bridge carrying State Route 1038 will be a tangent with a grade of 8.09% descending to the structure, a vertical curve over the structure, and a grade of 7.60% descending beyond the structure, south to north.  The single span portion of the bridge carrying State Route 4025 from its intersection with State Route 1038 in span 4 will be a descending grade transitioning from 2.33% to 1.46%, south to north.


A field investigation and conference was arranged by a Commission staff engineer and held at the site of the crossing on April 28, 2006.  All parties of the record were notified of the conference and representatives of the following entities were in attendance:


Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (applicant)



Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc



East Franklin Township



Armstrong County



Applewood Borough



Alltell Pennsylvania, Inc.



West Hills Area Water



Although notified by letter dated March 21, 2006, there were no represtatives of West Kittanning Borough, Allegheny Power System, Dominion Peoples or Adelphia Cable in attendance.


At the field conference, the Department described the proposed project.  The Department agreed to perform the work including providing traffic controls or detours, at its sole cost and expense.  The railroad facilities beneath the bridge should not be affected by the proposed work.  The Department agreed to maintain the new bridge upon completion, exclusive of the street lighting which Armstrong County agreed to maintain.  The non-carrier utilities that were present at the field conference stated their facilities should not be affected by the proposed work, but agreed to provide any alterations, if necessary, at their initial cost and expense.


The Department submitted final construction plans, consisting of two hundred and fifty-eight (258) sheets to the parties of record and the Commission on July17, 2007, received July 18, 2007.


By letter received August 16, 2007, the Department notified the Commission that it has amicably settled any right-of-way claims with the Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc. and that the Commission does not need to appropriate any railroad right-of-way.



By letter received August 27, 2007, the Department notified the Commission that it and BPRR have mutually agreed to terms concerning railroad flagmen/inspectors for the project.  BPRR agreed to provide up to 1,500 straight hours of railroad flagmen/inspectors at their sole cost and expense.  Any railroad flagmen/inspectors labor hours in excess of the aforesaid mentioned 1,500 straight hours will be at the Department’s sole cost and expense.


The Commission will assume jurisdiction along the centerline of State Route 1038 between Engineering Stations 1943 + 75.00 and 1964+00.00 and also along the centerline of State Route 4025 between Engineering Stations 10+00.00 and 12+00.00.



The proposed project is estimated to cost $9,300,000 utilizing both Federal and State funds.



Upon full consideration of the matters involved and inasmuch as none of the parties offered any objection to the Department’s proposed project, we find that a Secretarial letter can be issued approving the application without a formal hearing.  Upon completion of the project and if requested by any party of record, a hearing be held to allocate any costs incurred by the non-carrier utilities.


The Commission issues this Secretarial letter in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code and finds that the alteration of the crossing is necessary for the service, accommodation, convenience or safety of the public.



The application is approved as herein directed:




1.
The crossing where State Route 1038 and State Route 4025 cross, above grade, the track of Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc., be altered by replacement of the existing bridge, in West Kittanning Borough, Applewood Borough and East Franklin Township, Armstrong County, generally in accordance with Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s application filed March 9, 2006, and detailed construction plan, consisting of two hundred and fifty-eight (258) sheets, and received by the Commission on July 18, 2007, which plan is made part hereof and is hereby approved.


2.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to construct the new bridge carrying the State Routes above the grade of the track of Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc. and highway approaches thereto, and to remove the existing bridge structure, all in accordance with the approved plans.



3.
Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc., at the sole cost and expense of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, furnish all material and do all work necessary to alter or relocate its track, signals, pole line facilities and any other facilities which may be required for the construction of the crossing project.


4.
Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc., its sole cost and expense, furnish and maintain any flagmen, watchmen and/or construction inspectors necessary to protect and safeguard its railroad operations during the time the crossing project is being constructed along, above or adjacent to its track up to 1,500 straight hours.


5.
Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc., at the sole cost and expense of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, furnish and maintain any flagmen, watchmen and/or construction inspectors necessary to protect and safeguard its railroad operations during the time the crossing project is being constructed along, above or adjacent to its track in excess of 1,500 straight hours.



6.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to establish and maintain any detour or traffic controls, that may be required, to properly accommodate vehicular and pedestrian traffic during the time the project is being constructed. 


7.
Any relocation of, changes in and/or removal of any adjacent structures, equipment or other facilities of any public utility, other than Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc., within the limits of highway, within the Commission’s jurisdiction, be made by said public utility at its initial cost and expense, and in such a manner as will not interfere with the construction of the improvement; and such relocated or altered facilities thereafter be maintained by said public utility, at its sole cost and expense.


8.
Any relocation of, changes in and/or removal of any adjacent structures, equipment or other facilities of any public utility, other than Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc., located beyond the limits of this Commission’s jurisdiction, be made by said public utility in such a manner as will not interfere with the construction of the improvement; and such relocated or altered facilities thereafter be maintained by said public utility, at its sole cost and expense.

9. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to complete the remainder of the project, including any attendant storm drainage facilities or any other facilities installed or altered in conjunction with this project, constructed in accordance with the approved plans.

10.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation cooperate with Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc. so that during construction of the improvement, the movement of railroad traffic will not be endangered or unnecessarily inconvenienced.

11.
Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc. cooperate with Pennsylvania Department of Transportation during construction provide for all train movements to be in a safe manner and under control.

12.
That non-carrier public utility companies cooperate with Pennsylvania Department of Transportation so that the alteration and/or relocation of their facilities will not interfere with the project.

13.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at least fourteen (14) days prior to the start of work, notify all parties in interest of the actual date on which work will begin.
14.
All work necessary to complete the construction of the project be done in a manner satisfactory to this Commission on or before December 31, 2010, and that on or before said date, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation report to this Commission the date of actual completion of the work; and Pennsylvania Department of Transportation certify to this Commission that the work has been satisfactorily completed in accordance with the approved plans and this letter.

15.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation pay all compensation for damages, if any, due to owners of property taken, injured or destroyed by reason of the construction of the improvement in accordance with this letter.
16.
Upon completion of the reconstruction of the bridge of State Route 1038 and State Route 4025 and its opening to public use, Armstrong County, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to maintain the street lighting on the new bridge.

17.
Upon completion of the reconstruction of the bridge of State Route 1038 and State Route 4025 and its opening to public use, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to maintain the entire structure, exclusive of the street lighting, including the highway approaches, the substructure, superstructure, roadway pavement sidewalk and concrete parapets constructed herein; and any highway drainage facilities installed or altered in accordance with this Secretarial letter.
18.
Upon completion of the work herein directed, and if requested by any party of record, a hearing be scheduled at a time and place designated by the Commission, for the purpose of taking testimony upon the final allocation of costs and expenses incurred by any party of record; and any other matters relevant to this proceeding.
19.
All cost which are to be reimbursed by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation consistent with this letter, shall be reimbursed pursuant to the provisions of 23 C. F. R. §§140, 646.  The aforesaid Federal reimbursement shall not supersede, delay or, in any manner, postpone the effect of any paragraph contained in this or any related Secretarial Letter or Order.

20.
If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.







Very truly yours,







James J. McNulty







Secretary
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