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November 1, 2007
C-20078124

TO ALL PARTIES


Borough of Folcroft v. Amtrak (National Railroad Passenger Corporation) 
Complainant states the Amtrak bridge  located in Folcroft Borough on Folcroft Avenue between Folcroft Borough and Sharon Hill Borough is in dangerous condition.  The vehicular traffic has been stopped for over 10 years and now pedestrian traffic must be stopped.  Holes and deterioration on the bridge have created an extremely dangerous and hazardous condition to adults and children in the Borough.  Immediate emergency action is requested before a child or adult is seriously injured or killed.  Debris is falling from the bridge onto the railroad tracks.  They want the PUC to take immediate action to prevent a bridge collapse or a child falling through the holes in the bridge.  They also want the PUC to order Amtrak to take action to prevent any injury or death.   Additional respondents are Penn DOT & Delaware County - Solicitor and Sharon Hill Borough – Solicitor
To Whom It May Concern:



At a location in the Boroughs of Folcroft and Sharon Hill, Delaware County, Folcroft Avenue crosses above the grade of the tracks of National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak).

The above referenced complaint was received by the Commission on August 10, 2007.  A field investigation and conference was arranged by a Commission staff engineer and held at the site of the crossing on October 19, 2007, with representatives of the following parties in attendance:


Borough of Folcroft (complainant)


Borough of Sharon Hill


Delaware County


Pennsylvania Department of Transportation



National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak)


State Representative Ron Raymond



At the field conference it was noted that the subject bridge remained closed to vehicular traffic in accordance with our order entered July 23, 1997 at 
M-00970930.  By Commission order entered February 27, 2003, modified by Secretarial letter dated June 27, 2006, at A-00118539, Borough of Sharon Hill is directed to complete construction of a new bridge at the subject crossing.  Currently, no commencement of work was noted.


Due to the current condition of the existing structure, the Borough of Sharon Hill agrees, at its initial cost and expense, to erect barricades, fencing, signs or any other measures to effectively prevent pedestrian access over the bridge.



Upon full consideration of the matters before us at this time and in the interest of safety of the public, we will direct that the Borough of Sharon Hill install fencing, barricades, signs or other measures to effectively prevent pedestrian access over the subject bridge, THEREFORE:

1. The subject complaint is hereby sustained.
2.
Borough of Sharon Hill, at its initial cost and expense, immediately furnish all material and perform all work necessary to erect and maintain barricades, fencing, signs or other measures at each end of the subject bridge to effectively close the bridge to use by all vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

3.
Borough of Sharon Hill, at its initial cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to establish and maintain any detours or traffic controls that may be required to accommodate traffic.

4.
This letter is without prejudice to the right of any party to recover part or all of any costs incurred by said party with the provisions of this letter, in accordance with any prior Commission orders.

If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.







Very truly yours,







James J. McNulty







Secretary
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