EDEWG Teleconference 7/27/2000

EDCs present: Penn Power, GPU, Duquesne Light, PECO, PPL, Allegheny   

Suppliers present: Electric America, DTE Energy Marketing, PPL Energy Plus, Energy Services Group, Utility.com, US Power Solutions, Exelon Energy, Sterling Commerce, NewPower Company, Excelergy, Niagara Mohawk Energy

Others:  PUC

Agenda

1. Review results of PA EDEWG 824 Survey

2. Discuss PPL Energy + Comments on the Internet EDI Plan 

3. Update on the status of Competitive Default Supplier in PA  

4. Discuss status of 810 ESP review

Review results of PA EDEWG 824 Survey

Survey responses are due by noon on August 2, 2000.

Approximately 10 suppliers have responded. Bernadette Foisy has also documented the billing option that the suppliers who have responded are using today (at least in PECO’s territory). All parties are encouraged to respond so that we have the best analysis of market participant interest.

Clarification on use of 824 for Bill Ready 810s:

Current rules for bill ready: 

· You only receive an 824 when the billing agent is not able to use the 810 received, or an informational 824 if the charges could be used. (Outside Bill Window would also fall into this category)

Proposed: 

· Billing party issues a bill, and no current non-billing party charges are printed on the bill.

· Billing party issues a bill, and current non-billing party charges are printed on the bill. (Positive 824)

· As currently happens, you will continue to receive an 824 when the billing agent is not able to use the 810 received, or an informational 824 if the charges could be used. (Outside Bill Window would also fall into this category)

Discuss PPL Energy + Comments on the Internet EDI Plan 

PPL reviewed the intent of paragraph 11. 

Current wording:

In Bill-Ready territories where the Utilities support an automatic fail-over to the VAN, the metering agent will not be responsible to extend the document due date as a result of an “exchange failure”.  Continued exchange failures should not be considered normal business.  SUPPLIERS IN BILL-READY TERRITORIES NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH EXCHANGE FAILURES, AND SHOULD PLAN APPROPRIATELY.

During discussion on the call, the proposed wording was revised as follows:

11 Suppliers doing EDC Consolidated Billing in Bill Ready Territories need to understand the risks associated with Exchange failures and should plan appropriately.

a If the EDC supports an automatic fail-over to the VAN and the EGS does not, the EDC will NOT be responsible to extend the document due date in exchange failure situations regardless of whether the responsibility lies with the EDC or EGS.   This is because the bill window most likely could have been met if the EGS had a VAN fail-over.

b If both the EDC and EGS support a VAN fail-over, the EDC will be responsible to extend the document due date in exchange failure situations if the failure is the EDC’s responsibility and the time to fail-over reduces the bill window below that required by the EDC’s applicable tariff.

c If the EDC does not support a VAN fail-over, the EDC will be responsible to extend the document due date in exchange failure situations that are the EDC’s responsibility and reduce the bill window below that required by the EDC’s applicable tariff.

Note: Continued exchange failures should not be considered normal business.

Action Item: All parties should review the above wording. It will be reviewed on next week’s call, with the intent to finalize the wording on that call.

A question arose on who is paying the VAN charges when a fail-over is invoked. It was recognized that this is most important when dealing with usage data for an interval account.

· Should charges be split?

· Should the party at fault be responsible for paying all VAN costs? How will those costs be charged if the parties are on different VANs?

All parties agreed that this topic should be addressed in each party’s Trading Partner Agreement.

Action Item: Utilities should consider this in drafting their revised TPA.

Update on the status of Competitive Default Supplier in PA

Commission staff recently had a meeting to discuss the CDS issues. The Commission decided to reconvene the Competitive Default Supplier subgroup to discuss the various alternatives being discussed by the CDS Collaboratives. The Commission staff wanted the opinions of the CDS Subgroup on whether the subgroup should continue to define the processes, prior to Commission staff developing recommendations to the Commission.

The meeting will be held August 9, 2000 – from 9:00 – 12:00 – Executive Chambers in Harrisburg.

A question was asked whether there will be call-in number. The Commission will consider it.

During discussion, it was mentioned that companies may want to have their business area contacts, as well as their technical contacts at the meeting.

The Commission staff draft several questions that will be the foundation of discussions during the meeting. 

Action Item: Diane will post the questions on the ListServer.

Discuss status of 810 ESP review

Any comments on the redlined version posted earlier this week need to posted to the ListServer by Tuesday, August 1, 2000. All comments will be discussed on next week’s call. It is anticipated that the transaction will be finalized on next week’s call.

Review of 810 LDC and 824

Theresa and Lorraine will review the changes that were made as a result of the review. Open items will be discussed on next week’s call.

Updates to the Revised Plan (notes from prior meeting)

A question was raised regarding when the change to have EGS billers have their bill print reviewed by BCS will be effective. This is an outstanding item to be added to the Revised Plan.

Changes relating to the Internet EDI Order will also be incorporated in the Revised Plan 

Action Item: The changes to the Revised Plan should be published for review.

Next EDI Over Internet Call

None currently scheduled.

Next CDS Subteam Meeting

Next Competitive Default Supplier subteam meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 9, 2000 in Harrisburg, from 9:00 – 12:00.

Next Competitive Metering Meeting

Next Competitive Metering meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 23, 2000 at Peco headquarters at 9:30.

Next Supplier Consolidated Billing Call

None currently scheduled.

Next EDEWG Call

Next conference call is scheduled for Thursday, 8/3/2000 at 2:00 pm on (717) 901-0620. 
