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“Identity Crisis”: Damage Prevention

➢Whose damage is it anyway?

➢“Near Misses”

➢Locator errors

➢Laterals



Excavation Damages are not simply the result of a violations of Act 50  

they often involve a pipeline safety regulation

• Mapping

• Repeat Offenders

• Miss marks

• Shallow Pipe

• Challenging locates

• Abandoned Pipe

• Pre-Construction meetings
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DIMP Act 50 of 2017

Mapping Errors Evaluate and Rank 

accordingly

Duty is typically on the 

Facility Owner

Repeat Offenders Identifying the threat 

Education? Training?

Education, Training, 

violations, fines.

Miss Marks/No One Calls Risk Violation & Education 

Shallow Pipe Risk; accelerate an action 

uncover/pothole? 

Potholing, pre-construction 

mtg, communication

Challenging locates Risk: Mapping, potholing, 

accelerated actions

Pre-Construction Meetings

Violation of 5.15?

Abandoned Pipe Once found, address in your 

DIMP plan. 

It Depends.

Pre-Construction meetings Section 2.5.8



Annual Reports:

1. Potential Systemic Issues

2. Trends

3. DIMP – Threats and Mitigation

4. Inspection Priorities



Back to Basics: 
Know your system

➢Review and analyze available data, 
damage prevention processes, best 
practices and performance metrics. 

➢Performs detailed investigations/analysis 
on damages resulting in clear and defined 
changed behavior and processes. 



Thank You!!

Terri C. Cooper Smith


