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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On November 24, 2008, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(l)(i) and (v), of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the  right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the   right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)
An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Plum Borough, Plum Borough Planning and Zoning Authority, Plum Borough Municipal Authority, Municipality of Penn Hills, Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



Duquesne Light seeks Commission’s approval to construct a double-circuit 138 kV transmission line (“the Line”) which will connect its Logans Ferry Substation located in Plum Borough, to its Highland Substation located in the City of Pittsburgh. Highland Substation has been upgraded to accommodate this connection.  One side of the Line will be identified as Logans Ferry-Highland Z-59 and the other side will be identified as Logans Ferry-Highland Z-60. 



Duquesne Light states that the proposed line will be constructed entirely on existing rights-of-way.  The existing right-of-way presently contains a single circuit 69 kV transmission line (Colfax-Highland No. 2 66105) supported on 53 single circuit lattice steel towers and three (3) double circuit lattice steel towers.  The existing line begins at the Duquesne Light Colfax Substation in Springdale Borough, crosses the Allegheny River to the Duquesne Light property at Logans Ferry Substation, and continues to Highland Substation in the City of Pittsburgh.  The existing line will be removed between the Logans Ferry Substation and Highland Substation and will be replaced by the proposed Line.


Duquesne Light states that the structures of the proposed Line will be self-supporting double circuit tubular steel poles and will replace the single circuit lattice steel structures of the existing line within the existing rights-of-way.  Additional single circuit self supporting tubular steel poles will be required on the Duquesne Light property at the Logans Ferry and Highland Substations to route the proposed circuits to the correct substation terminal locations.  The proposed poles will vary in height between 115 feet and 165 feet with an average height of 130 feet.  The proposed span lengths will remain the same as those of the existing transmission line and range from 484 to 1,800 feet, with typical span lengths varying between 500 and 1,000 feet.  Each circuit of the Line will operate as a three-phase alternating current transmission line and will consist of three (3) phase conductors and one shield wire.  Each phase conductor will be 795 kcmil 20/7 Trapezoidal Aluminum Conductor Steel Supported (“ACSS/TW”) Conductor and the shield wire will be a 7#8 Alumoweld Conductor.

Duquesne Light states that each circuit of the Line is approximately 47,600 feet long and will consist of approximately 142,800 feet of new conductor from the termination structure in Logans Ferry Substation to the termination structure in Highland Substation.



Duquesne Light states that the proposed double-circuit 138 kV transmission line is required to (1) implement Duquesne Light’s overall strategy to eliminate 69kV as a transmission supply voltage; (2) convert the Highland Substation from 69kV to 138kv, and replace existing 69-23kV transformers which are approaching end-of-life with three 138-23kV transformers with load tap changing (LTC); (3) eliminate single-contingency overloads of the Colfax-Highland 69kV lines; (4) provide two of the three I 38kV lines which are required to serve the 100 MVA of load at Highland Substation; and (5) eliminate the single contingency overloads of the Colfax 138-69kv autotransformers by transferring the 69kV load to the 138kV system.  Overall, the 138kV upgrades will increase reliability to the Highland area such that any single transmission contingency will not overload remaining equipment or cause unacceptably low voltage.

Duquesne Light states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC”) standards and all standards of the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

Duquesne Light also states that the estimated cost of the project is $10.5 million.  The project is scheduled to start in April of 2009 and the proposed in-service date for the operation of the Line is January 2010.  
The formal Duquesne Light Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:




That the Letter of Notification filed by Duquesne Light Company regarding the Construction of a 9.0-Mile Long Double Circuit 138 kV Transmission Line in the City of Pittsburgh, Municipality of Penn Hills, and Plum Borough, Allegheny County, PA, is hereby approved.

BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: January 22, 2009
ORDER ENTERED:  January 22, 2009
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