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Application of 7th Ward Civic Association, a corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for amendment to its common carrier certificate, which grants the right, inter alia, to transport, by motor vehicle, persons in paratransit service, between points in the county of Somerset, and from points in said county, to points in Pennsylvania, and return:  SO AS TO PERMIT the transportation of persons in paratransit service, from points in the counties of Blair and Cambria, and from points in said counties, to points in Pennsylvania, and return.  

A-00114036
A-2008-2058325

William A. Gray, Esquire, for applicant.
O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed June 9, 2008.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of September 20, 2008, with protests due by October 6, 2008.  No protests were filed.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing. 

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



7TH Ward is a currently certificated carrier providing paratransit services in Cambria and Somerset counties.  By the instant application it seeks to broaden its scope of authority to include Blair County and eliminate restrictions from its present authority within Cambria County.  The authority in Cambria County is currently restricted to equipment operated only by state‑certified EMTs.  The applicant has determined that it is no longer necessary to operate paratransit vans only with state‑certified EMTs.  While there may be occasions when 7th Ward would still utilize EMTs to operate its vehicles, there are also many other occasions where an EMT is unnecessary.  The applicant’s authority also currently limits service to points within 70 miles of Johnstown.  Applicant has received requests for service outside of the 70 mile limit of Johnstown and would like to be able to provide that transportation.  Additionally, applicant’s authority was restricted in that it only permits service in vehicles not equipped with side‑opening doors, ramps, or lifts where the person being transported requires assistance in entering or existing his/her residence, and then only for service to or from medical facilities or doctors’ offices.  7th Ward believes that these restrictions involving Cambria County serve no useful purpose and are contrary to the public interest.  The applicant has submitted seven statements in support from individuals and a person care facility representing Blair and Cambria counties.  



7th Ward has facilities located at 404 Cedar Street, Johnstown, Cambria County from which it dispatches its vehicles.  7th Ward operates under a central dispatch procedure under which drivers and equipment are controlled from the Cedar Street facility.  


Applicant currently operates six vans which are used to provide paratransit service under 7th Ward’s existing authority and which will be used to provide the expanded service requested in the instant application.  The six vans include four vans equipped with wheelchair lifts.  



7th Ward maintains a safety program which includes safety meetings and administering applicable safety regulations of the PUC and the Department of Transportation to its employees.  7th Ward stresses the importance of safety of operations to its employees.  


Applicant’s most current balance sheet dated June 30, 2008, shows assets of $699,647, liabilities of $55,237, and equity of $644,410.  


In addition to technical and financial fitness, it is necessary to determine the applicant’s compliance record with respect to the Commission’s regulations.  A review of the Commission’s records reveals that no complaints have been filed against this applicant.  
The applicant is hereby advised of its obligation to familiarize itself with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operations of a common carrier as authorized by this Order.  Applicant is further advised that failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of its authority.  Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code may be accessed at www.pacode.com.  


After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant seeks to expand its paratransit authority to include Blair and Cambria counties.  
2. Applicant is supported by seven parties.  

3. Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the service.

4. The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service.

5. Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:  That the right granted by the Commission under the certificate issued at A‑00114036, shall now be amended to read as follows:  
.
To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons in paratransit service, from points in the counties of Somerset, Blair and Cambria, to points in Pennsylvania, and return.  


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the following is submitted to the Commission:

1.
Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.  Applicant has a Form E, evidence of insurance on file with the Commission to cover its current operations; however, the Commission requires the filing of a new Form E for the grant of authority herein.  
2.
A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:   February 5, 2009
ORDER ENTERED:   February 10, 2009
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