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addition of a second circuit to the Edella

138/69 kV Tap, in Scott Township, Lackawanna County, PA.
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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 16, 2008, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the  right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the


right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present                            

levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v)  An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

          (vi)
An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Scott Township, Scott Township Planning Commission, Lackawanna County Planning Commission, Lackawanna County Board of Commissioners, and other interested parties as specified in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric seeks Commission’s approval to add a second circuit to the existing Edella 138/69 kV tap in Scott Township, Lackawanna County.  This project is the third of three related projects for which PPL Electric is seeking approval from the Commission.  These three projects are part of PPL Electric’s overall plan to reinforce its 138/69 kV electric delivery system in northern Lackawanna County.   The first project as explained in the Letter of Notification filed with the Commission on June 4, 2008, at Docket No. A-2008-2045409 and approved by the Commission in an Order entered on July 17, 2008, will establish a new Lackawanna-​Edella 138/69 kV Line and increase the capacity of the portion of the Lackawanna-East Carbondale 138/69 kV Line between Lackawanna 230-69 kV Substation and the Edella 138/69 kV Tap.  This will be accomplished by rebuilding a 2.0 mile section of the single circuit Lackawanna-East Carbondale Line for double circuit operation utilizing higher capacity 556 ACSR conductors. 
The second project as described in the Letter of Notification filed with the Commission on July 16, 2008, at Docket No. A-2008-2051783 and approved by the Commission in an Order entered on September 12, 2008, will re-establish the connection between the Lackawanna 230-69 kV Substation and the Peckville 230-69 kV Substation by constructing approximately one half mile of new double circuit 138/69 kV Line, operated initially as single circuit 69 kV transmission line.

In this third project, PPL Electric proposes to add the second circuit to the existing 1.4 mile long Edella 138/69 kV Tap Line.  This new line segment will connect to the proposed Lackawanna-Edella 138/69 kV Line.  This will provide a second power source to the existing Edella 69-12 kV Substation through the rebuild of the existing Lackawanna-East Carbondale 115/69 kV Line to double circuit creating the Lackawanna-East Carbondale and Lackawanna-Edella 138/69 kV Lines which was filed and approved by the PUC at Docket No. A-2008-2045409.  The second circuit on the vacant side of the existing Edella 138/69 kV Tap will become the new Lackawanna-Edella 138/69 kV Line.



The existing Edella 138/69 kV Tap was originally designed as a double circuit 138/69 kV line with only one circuit installed initially.  The present line is constructed with a combination of single and multi-pole wood and steel poles.  The existing line angles have sufficient guying capacity to sustain the additional three new conductors.  No new structures will be required for the addition of the second circuit.

PPL Electric states that the Edella 138/69 kV Tap and the newly established Lackawanna-Edella 138/69 kV Line will continue to operate at 69 kV; but will be constructed and insulated for future 138 kV operation.  Three additional weathering steel upswept arms, 138 kV porcelain insulator assemblies will be added to each pole, and three new 556.5 kcmil, 24/7 stranding, ACSR conductors will be added to the existing line.  Additionally, because the existing upswept arms on the existing wood poles that support the existing 138/69kV conductors are in various stages of deterioration, they will be replaced with fabricated weathering steel upswept arms.


PPL Electric states that the project is required (i) to avoid a sustained interruption of 44 MW of residential and commercial customer load in violation of PPL Electric’s Reliability Practices and Principles, (ii) to maintain 69 kV bus voltages along the Lackawanna-East Carbondale 115/69 kV Line and the East Carbondale Tap for an unplanned outage of certain other electric facilities and (iii) alleviate projected overloading of the existing Lackawanna-East Carbondale 115/69 kV Line between the Lackawanna 230-69kV Substation and the Edella 69-12kV Substation.


PPL Electric states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC”) standards and all applicable legal requirements.  The proposed project will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.   
PPL Electric states that the proposed project will have minimal land use impacts.  The proposed transmission line will be located entirely on a right-of-way already owned by PPL Electric and on which the existing Edella 138/69 kV Tap is situated.  No additional land or land rights are required to complete the Project.  The second circuit of the Edella 138/69 kV Tap will be constructed on the existing poles; no new poles or other structures will be added. 

PPL Electric states that the proposed project will not affect any unique geological, scenic or natural areas.  No National Natural Landmarks, parks or recreational facilities are located near the project area.  No regulated waters or wetlands are found within or near the construction area.  


PPL Electric states that the proposed project was reviewed with officials from Scott Township and Lackawanna County.  None of these officials objected to the Project.



PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost of the proposed project is approximately $453,000.  Of this cost $400,000 is for the addition of the second circuit and $53,000 is for modifications at Edella Substation.  This filing covers only the addition of the second circuit to the vacant side of the existing Edella 138/69 kV Tap, which requires prior Commission approval under 52 Pa. Code, Chapter 57, Subchapter G.
The project is scheduled to start in February 2009 in order to meet an in-service date of November 2009.
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72. Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utility Corporation for the addition of a second circuit to the existing Edella 138/69 kV Tap in Scott Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.

BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  December 18, 2008
ORDER ENTERED:   December 19, 2008
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