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Re:
Duquesne Light Company

Supplement No. 17 to Electric - Pa. P.U.C. No. 24
Supplement No. 20 to Electric - Pa. P.U.C. No. 24

Dear Mr. Jack:


On December 16, 2008, Duquesne Light Company (Company) filed Supplement No. 17 to Tariff Electric-Pa. P.U.C. No. 24 to become effective February 14, 2009.  Supplement No. 17 proposes to modify the Market Price Adjustment Rate Multiplier Rider No. 20 (Multiplier Rider).  The Multiplier Rider was approved by the Commission’s Order dated June 22, 2007 that approved the settlement agreement reached by the various parties in the matter of the Company’s current default service plan.  On February 11, 2009, the Company filed Supplement No. 20 to Electric- Pa. P.U.C. No. 24 voluntarily postponing the effective date of Supplement No. 17 until February 28, 2009. 

The Company’s current default service plan was approved prior to the passage of Act 129 of 2008 (Act 129), which deleted, amended and added various sections of Title 66 (Public Utilities). New Section 2807(e) (6) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 2807(e) (6) states that “A default service plan approved by the Commission prior to the effective date of this section shall remain in effect though its approved term.  At its sole discretion, the default service provider may propose amendments to its approved plan that are consistent with this section, and the Commission shall issue a decision whether to approve or disapprove the proposed amendments within nine months of the date that the amendments are filed.  If the Commission fails to issue a final order within nine months, the amendments shall be deemed to be approved and the default service provider may implement the amendments as filed.”  

Upon review by Commission staff, it appears that the proposed change to Rider No. 20 is an amendment as defined by Section 2807(e) (6).  As a result, the default service plan amendment proposed in Supplement No. 17 cannot be effective until either the default service plan amendment is approved by the Commission or the Commission fails to issue a final order within nine months.  Therefore, Supplement No. 17, as well as any tariff supplement postponing Supplement No. 17, is not permitted to be effective until September 16, 2009, unless the amendment is approved by Commission action prior to that date.


Duquesne is directed to file a new tariff supplement suspending tariff Supplement No. 20 until September 16, 2009.


Any questions regarding this matter should be referred to Paul Diskin, Manager of the Energy Division, at 717-214-5558.








Very truly yours,








James J. McNulty








Secretary

Cc:  J. Elaine McDonald
       Kathy Aunkst 

