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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On January 14, 2009, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(l) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the  right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the   right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, West Lampeter Township, West Lampeter Township Planning Commission, Lancaster County Planning Commission, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


PPL Electric seeks Commission’s approval for the siting and construction of a 230/69 kV Tie Line between the existing Millwood-Engleside #1 69 kV line and the existing Strasburg 69 kV taps.  The approximately 4.1-mile long proposed tie line will connect to the existing Engleside-Millwood 230/69 kV line just east of the Millwood 230/69 kV Substation and continue to the location where the South Akron-Millwood 230 kV transmission line crosses the Strasburg 69 kV taps, where it will be connected to the Strasburg 69 kV taps.  The project is located entirely in Lampeter Township, Lancaster County.
PPL Electric states that the purpose of the proposed tie line is to provide an additional source of supply for the Strasburg and Greenland 69/12 kV substations so that PPL Electric will be able to restore service in a timely manner in the event of the loss of the Greenland #1 and #2 69 kV circuits, which occupy the same structures and presently are the only sources of supply for those substations.
PPL Electric states that the tie line will be constructed entirely on property that is owned by PPL Electric or on existing transmission line rights-of-way owned by PPL Electric for the existing South Akron-Millwood 230 kV transmission line.  Further, the size, character design and configuration of the proposed tie line will not substantially alter the right-of-way because, for almost all of its length, it will be installed on the vacant side of existing lattice steel towers.


PPL Electric states that for most of its length, the proposed Millwood-Strasburg 230/69 kV tie line will be attached to the vacant side of the existing South Akron-Millwood 230 kV transmission line.  That line is constructed on lattice steel towers capable of carrying double circuit 230 kV facilities.  The installation of the proposed tie line will require three additional 230 kV porcelain insulator assemblies on each structure and three new 1033 KCMIL, 54/7 stranding, Aluminum Conductor Steel Reinforced (ACSR) conductors.

In order to connect the proposed tie line with the existing Engleside-Millwood 69 kV line, three new weathering steel monopole structures will be required.  In order to connect the proposed tie line to the Strasburg 69 kV taps, four new weathering steel monopole structures will be required.  All line angles on the new steel monopole structures will be guyed.  The new tie line initially will be operated at 69 kV, but it will be designed and constructed for 230 kV operation in the future when increased load makes it appropriate to do so.

PPL Electric states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) standards.

PPL Electric also states that the estimated cost of the project is $1,243,000.  The project is scheduled to start in April 2009 in order to meet a required in-service date of November 2009.
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:




That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation regarding the Millwood-Strasburg 230/69 kV tie line in West Lampeter Township, Lancaster County, PA, is hereby approved.

BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary

(SEAL)
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