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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


May 28, 2009
MR GARY A JACK
ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL 

DUQUESNE LIGHT COMPANY

411 SEVENTH AVENUE

16TH FLOOR MAIL DROP 16-4

PITTSBURGH PA  15219
RE:
Consumer Education Surcharge Effective June 1, 2009

M-2009-2099925
Dear Mr. Jack:



At its Public Meeting of May 28, 2009, the Commission rejected Duquesne Light Company’s proposed monthly Consumer Education Surcharge (CES) rates of $0.0100 per customer for its Residential rate class; $(0.0200) per customer for its Small Commercial & Industrial customer class using less than 25 kW; $0.2100 per customer for its Small Commercial & Industrial customer class using more than 25 kW; and $0.4000 for its Large Commercial & Industrial customer rate class to become effective June 1, 2009.  In lieu of the proposed CES rates, the Commission directed the Company to bill out the staff-adjusted monthly CES rates of $(0.0800) per customer for its Residential rate class; $(0.1100) per customer for its Small Commercial & Industrial customer class using less than 25 kW; $(0.1300) per customer for its Small Commercial & Industrial customer class using more than 25 kW; and $(0.0300) for its Large Commercial & Industrial customer rate class.


The approved rates reflect the removal from recovery of $658,301 in consumer education costs that are budgeted for 2009.  It appears to the Commission that the costs that are being sought for recovery do not meet the standards set forth in the Final Order dated August 21, 2008 at Docket No. M-2008-2032278.  The Company has not provided sufficient materials to warrant the recovery of all costs budgeted for 2009.  These issues could have been addressed and corrected prior to the Company’s use of the materials if the materials had been provided to the Office of Communications, the Office of Consumer Advocate, and the Office of Small Business Advocate in a timely manner as directed in the Final Order


The Commission further directs that the Company comply with the Final Order dated August 21, 2008, at Docket No. M-2008-2032278.  Failure to comply with the Final Order may result in further Commission action that could result in the imposition of civil penalties.  If and after the Company has complied with the Final Order, the Commission may reconsider its action regarding the Company’s recovery of its consumer education costs in a future filing.


If the company objects to the Commission authorized adjustments to the proposed CES, it may file a complaint with the Commission pursuant to Section 701 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 701.  Such a complaint will be assigned to the Bureau of Administrative Law Judge for purpose of the hearings and rendering a final decision.  A copy of such complaint shall also be served on the Commission’s Office of Trial Staff and Law Bureau.
The Consumer Education 

Surcharge is subject to continuous Commission review and audit as well as reconciliation reports and hearings in accordance with Section 1307(e) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §1307(e).
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Any subsequent submissions to the Commission related to this docketed case should reference Docket No. M-2009-2099925.
Very truly yours,




 










James J. McNulty



 











Secretary

Contact Person:
Keith Mather

(717) 772-3440
cc:
Office of Communications


Office of Trial Staff


Law Bureau


Bureau of Fixed Utility Services

