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 ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On April 10, 2009, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the  right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, City of Lancaster, Lancaster City Planning Commission, Lancaster City Council, Lancaster County, Lancaster County Planning Commission, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


  

PPL Electric seeks Commission’s approval:  (1) for the siting and construction of 138kV Ties between the Dillerville #1 and #2 Taps and the double-circuit West Hempfield-Prince #1 and #2 138kV transmission lines and (2) to increase the voltage at which the existing Dillerville #1 and #2 138/69kV Taps will be operated from 69kV to 138kV.
 


The approximately 0.2-mile long proposed Ties will connect to the existing double-circuit West Hempfield-Prince #1 and #2 138kV transmission lines and the Taps for the Dillerville Substation.  The new transmission lines will be called the West Hempfield-Dillerville #1 and #2 138kV Ties.  In conjunction with the establishment of the new Ties, a portion of the Dillerville Taps will be upgraded to operate at 138kV.  The result of these upgrades will be that the Dillerville Substation will be connected to the 138kV transmission system, instead of the 69kV transmission system.  These upgrades of the transmission system, together with the replacement of the 69-12kV 24 MVA transformers with 138-12kV 33 MVA transformers at the Dillerville Substation, will enable PPL Electric to convert the Dillerville Substation from 69-12kv to 138-12kV operation.  



PPL Electric states that the project will be located entirely on land owned by PPL Electric or within existing PPL Electric rights-of-way.  No new land or        rights-of-way need to be acquired in conjunction with this project.  Further, the project will not substantially alter the right-of-way because PPL Electric will establish the new West Hempfield-Dillerville #1 and #2 138kV Ties by utilizing an existing but presently unused transmission line.  Furthermore, the upgrade of the Dillerville Taps to operate at 138kV, instead of 69kV will not require significant new facilities.

PPL Electric states that the project is necessary for two reasons.  First, it is required to avoid a sustained interruption of 60 MW of residential and commercial customer load, in the event of a double-circuit outage on the Dillerville #1 and #2 138/69kV Taps, which would violate PPL Electric’s Reliability Principles and Practices. Second, the Project is necessary to achieve PPL Electric’s goal of upgrading the transmission system serving the core of Lancaster County to 138kV operation.

PPL Electric states that a double-circuit outage, during high load periods, of the Dillerville 138/69kV Taps would violate PPL Electric’s Reliability Principles and Practices because approximately 60 MW of load could remain interrupted until repairs are completed.  Due to the nature of the load of the large transmission customers connected to the double-circuit Dillerville #1 and #2 138/69kV Taps, the load remains near peak levels consistently.  In order to resolve the load loss issue, PPL Electric plans to temporarily transfer the Dillerville Substation source from the South Akron-South Manheim #1 and #2 69kV Transmission Lines to the West Hempfield-Prince #1 and #2 138kV Transmission Lines using the planned West Hempfield-Dillerville #1 and #2 138kV Tie.  The load transfer will be accomplished by replacing normally closed 69kV switches with normally open 138kV switches along a portion of the existing Dillerville #1 and #2 138/69kV Tap.  Also, this portion of the Dillerville #1 and #2 138/69kV Taps will be reinsulated for 138kV operation.  In addition, approximately 800 feet of the previously unused West Hempfield-Dillerville #1 and #2 69kV Transmission Lines will be reinsulated for 138kV operation and 138kV switches operating in the normally closed position will replace the existing normally open 69kV switches.  This work will allow the West Hempfield-Dillerville #1 and #2 Tie and Dillerville Substation to operate at 138kV.

PPL Electric states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements. The proposed project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.

PPL Electric states that the project was reviewed with representatives of the City of Lancaster and its Planning Commission and with Lancaster County and its Planning Commission.  Neither the City nor the County has any objection to the proposed Project.

 PPL Electric also states that the estimated cost of the transmission line work, including the design and construction of the West Hempfield-Dillerville #1 and #2 138kV Ties and the upgrade of the Dillerville #1 and #2 Taps is $420,000.  The project is scheduled to start as soon as practical after it has been approved by the Commission in order to meet a required in-service date of May, 2010.  In addition, PPL Electric estimates that it will spend $4.4 million (including the transformer costs) for the overall Dillerville Substation modifications.  
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to West Hempfield-Dillerville #1 and #2 138kV Tie and the Dillerville #1 and #2 138/69kV Taps in the City of Lancaster, Lancaster County, PA, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,


   






James J. McNulty

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: June 18, 2009
ORDER ENTERED:   June 25, 2009
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