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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities


Docket Number:
Corporation filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code 


A-2009-2102885

Chapter 57.72 with respect to the South Akron-

Berks 230 kV Line Relocation in Spring Township, 
Berks County, PA.                                
ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:
On April 23, 2009, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the  right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the   right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Berks County Board of Commissioners, Berks County Planning Commission, Spring Township Board of Supervisors, Spring Township Planning Commission, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


PPL Electric seeks Commission’s approval for the relocation of a 700-foot section of the existing South Akron​-Berks 230 kV transmission line and the installation of a motor operated disconnect (MOD) switch in the relocated transmission line in Spring Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania.

 


PPL Electric states that it plans to install a 230 kV MOD switch in the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Line located outside the Berks 230 – 69 kV Substation and that due to existing substation design restrictions, the new MOD switch will be installed in the first transmission span outside the substation.  PPL Electric plans to install the MOD switch on a new 230 kV transmission structure within the transmission corridor located on PPL Electric’s Berks Substation property.  To allow for sufficient electrical clearance between the MOD switch and the adjacent Berks-South Reading 230 kV Line, an approximate 700-foot section of the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Line requires relocation.


PPL Electric states that the center of the 700-foot section of the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line to be relocated will be moved approximately 35 feet to the west of its existing location while the two ends of the 700-foot section will remain where they are presently.   Presently, the last six miles of the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line and the Berks-South Reading 230 kV Transmission Line share a common tower line.  The Berks-​South Reading 230 kV Transmission Line supplies the Berks #1 230-69 kV Transformer.  The South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line supplies the Berks #2 230-69 kV Transformer.

PPL Electric states that the purpose of the MOD switch is to isolate the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line from the Berks 230-69 kV Substation in the event of a failure of the double circuit tower line that supports the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line and the Berks​-South Reading 230 kV Transmission Line.  Isolating the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line will enable a third transmission line, the South Lebanon-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line to be used to supply the Berks #2 230-69 kV Transformer.  PPL Electric states that this arrangement will enable PPL Electric to restore service to approximately 175 MVA of load, or approximately 43,000 customers, promptly while repairs are made to the double circuit tower line that supports six miles of the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line and the Berks-South Reading 230 kV Transmission Line.  Without the Project restoration of service could require two full days until temporary repairs could be completed.

Also, the Project will have an additional benefit in the event of a single circuit outage on the South-Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line.  The MOD switch would again isolate the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line from the #2 Berks 230 kV Transformer, which would permit the Transformer to be restored to service automatically.


PPL Electric states the relocation of the 700-foot section of the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line will require the installation of one direct embedded, single-shaft steel pole approximately 106 feet in height.  The pole will have three arms and suspension insulators to support the power conductions and one arm to support the overhead groundwire.  The conductors will be twin-bundle 1590 thousand circular mil stranding aluminum conductor with steel reinforcement, and the groundwire will be .752 inches in diameter with 36 single-mode fibers.  The MOD switch will be installed on an  H-frame structure approximately 80 feet in height.   

PPL Electric states the Project will be located entirely on land already owned by PPL Electric.  Because the Project involves only a minor relocation of a 700-foot section of the South Akron-​Berks 230 kV Transmission Line and the installation of a MOD switch, it is anticipated that it will have minimal impacts on the area and even the minimal impacts will be only incremental to those of existing facilities.

PPL Electric states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements. The proposed project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.

PPL Electric states that the project was reviewed with representatives of the Spring Township and Berks County.  Neither the Township nor the County has any objection to the proposed Project.

 PPL Electric also states that the estimated cost of the transmission line work, including the design of the Project, the relocation of the 700-foot section of the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Transmission Line and the installation of the MOD switch is $850,000.  Construction of the Project is scheduled to commence in July, 2009 to support an in-service date of May, 2010.            
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the South Akron-Berks 230 kV Line Relocation in Spring Township, 

Berks County, PA, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  July 23, 2009
ORDER ENTERED: July 30, 2009
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