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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities


Docket Number:
Corporation filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code
A-2009-2111353
Chapter 57.72 with respect to the Aerial Portion

of the Harrisburg –Capital Park #1 & #2 
138/69 kV Transmission Line in the City of 
Harrisburg, Dauphin County, PA,
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On June 3, 2009, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric) filed
a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:
(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the  right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the   right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)
An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Dauphin County Board of Commissioners, Dauphin County Planning Commission, City of Harrisburg, City of Harrisburg Planning Commission, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


PPL Electric seeks Commission’s approval for the replacement of a portion of the Harrisburg-Capital Park #1 and #2 69 kV Transmission Line.  The new transmission line will be known as the Harrisburg-Capital Park #1 and #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  Presently, the entire Harrisburg-Capital Park #1 and #2 69 kV Transmission Line is underground.   

 


PPL Electric states that the reconstruction of a portion of the existing Harrisburg-Capital Park #1 and #2 69 kV Line involves construction of approximately 0.93 mile of new, overhead, double circuit 138/69 kV transmission line and 0.52 mile of new, underground, double circuit 138/69 kV line, between PPL Electric’s Harrisburg 69/12 kV Substation and Walnut 69/12 kV Substation.  This new line will replace the existing Harrisburg-Capital Park double circuit 69 kV underground transmission line which consists of low pressure oil-filled cables locate between the Harrisburg and 

Walnut 69/12 kV Substations.  The new line will be designed, insulated and constructed to be operated at 138 kV, but it initially will be operated as a double circuit 69 kV line until load growth makes it appropriate for the line to be operated at 138 kV.   Under the Commission’s regulations, prior approval of the Commission is required only for the siting and construction of the overhead portion of this project.   Therefore, this LON seeks approval for the construction of the approximately 0.93 mile aerial portion of the new Harrisburg-Capital Park #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line.
 


PPL Electric states that the project is primarily needed to replace the deteriorated underground low pressure oil-filled cables located between the Harrisburg and Walnut Substations.  These cables which are more than 40 years old, leak oil regularly.   Due to the cost of repair, length of time required to find and repair the leaks, and the resulting interruptions of service to customers, replacement of the existing underground line is required at this time.  Further, PPL Electric states that by the summer of 2012, a first contingency overload is projected to occur on the Harrisburg-Capital Park #1 69 kV line section in the event of loss of both Dauphin-Capital Park #1 and #2 69 kV lines.  To resolve this contingency, upgrades to the Harrisburg-Capital Park 138/69 kV are required before the summer of 2012.

PPL Electric states that the Project will be located entirely in the City of Harrisburg, Dauphin County, PA.  The proposed route for the aerial portion of the new 138/69 kV Harrisburg-Capital Park Transmission Line between the Harrisburg and Walnut 69-12 kV substations will largely utilize existing rights-of-way in the Norfolk Southern railroad corridor.  On October 28, 2009, PPL Electric confirmed that it has acquired all additional right-of-way required for the project.  The new line will consist of single pole fabricated weathering steel structures equipped with upswept weathering steel arms, 138 kV polymer insulator assemblies, 6-556.5 thousand circular mils (kcmil), 24/7 stranding, Aluminum Core Steel Reinforced (ACSR) conductors and one 3/8 inch high strength steel overhead ground wire.  Most of the poles installed for this segment of the project will be installed on concrete foundations, with an average height of 100 feet.  No guy wire will be used for the construction of this line.

PPL Electric states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements. The proposed project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.

PPL Electric states that the project was reviewed with representatives of the City of Harrisburg and its Planning Commission and Dauphin County and its Planning Commission.  They have no objection to the project.
PPL Electric also states that the estimated cost to design and construct the aerial portion of the project for which approval is being sought is $2,636,000. Construction of the project was scheduled to commence in September, 2009 to meet a required in-service date of November, 2010.  Due to delay in acquiring the necessary right-of-way easement and uncertainty of the approval date of the LON, the construction start date and in-service date will be rescheduled. 

The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the aerial portion of the Harrisburg-Capital Park #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line  in the City of Harrisburg, Dauphin County, PA, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  November 19, 2009
ORDER ENTERED:  November 20, 2009
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