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STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER ROBERT F. POWELSON


Before the Commission today for disposition are the Universal Service Fund Charge (“USFC”) and Supplemental Universal Service Fund Charge (“SUSFC”) annual revisions proposed by PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) to become effective Jan. 1, 2010, for the 12-month period ending Dec. 31, 2010.

In its filing, PECO contends that next year its total Universal Service Fund Charges (comprised of both the USFC and SUSFC) will increase by 17.6% to approximately $19.38 million, up from $16.47 million in 2009.  Under PECO’s cost recovery mechanism, this will amount to an annual average increase of approximately $3.00 per customer in 2010.  When added to the Universal Service charges recovered through base rates, this means the average residential customer will be paying approximately $82.76 in 2010, up from approximately $79.26 in 2009.

While PECO’s increase may not be quite as staggering as others considered here today, it is critical nevertheless that people be made aware of how much these programs are costing customers each year, in most cases customers who are not reaping the benefits of this Fund.

As we examine the heightened rates customers will face in 2010 as a result of the projected increase in Universal Service costs, it is essential that we also remember the increased costs customers will be subject to in the very near future, such as those associated with the utility’s Act 129 programs.
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