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Letter of Notification of Duquesne Light
Company to Upgrade and Reconfigure 
Line Segments of Two Transmission Lines 



A-2009-2139742    

in Leetsdale Borough in Allegheny County,

Pa and South Heights and Ambridge 

Boroughs in Beaver County, PA

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 29, 2009, Duquesne Light Company (“Duquesne Light”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1) (iv) and (v), of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, 
or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public
 road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  
(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.
                     Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) to the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Allegheny County Council, Beaver County Board of Commissioners, Beaver County Planning Authority, Borough of Ambridge, Borough of Leetsdale, Borough of South Heights, Crescent Township, Municipal Authorities of Moon Township, Ambridge, 
Edgeworth and Leetsdale, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.   No protest was filed.  No hearing was held.


Duquesne Light seeks Commission’s approval to upgrade and reconfigure a segment of the existing 138 kV Crescent-Valley Z82 circuit (“Ckt”) and Crescent-Legionville Z26 Ckt. to better align circuitry in their western territory.  The proposed line extends for 4400 feet between existing structures Tower 4403 near Ambridge Substation and Tower 1600 in Phillips Substation.  The new configuration will be built to138 kV circuit standards. 
Duquesne Light states that currently there are two 138 kV circuits and two 69 kV circuits crossing the Ohio River between Ambridge and Phillips Substations.  Both Ambridge and Phillips Substations are being eliminated as transmission substations.  They are being replaced by upgraded Crescent, Legionville, Hopewell, Valley and Sewickley Substations.  Structures on these lines are 80 to 95 years old and not suitable for rehabilitation.


The existing Crescent-Valley Ckt. Z82 originates in Crescent Substation and terminates in Valley Substation.  It was originally constructed in 1915 as a double circuit 69kV line later converted to 138 kV with one side operating at 138 kV and the other side as 69 kV.  The Crescent-Legionville Ckt. Z26 also originates in Crescent Substation and terminates in Legionville Substation.  It was originally constructed in 1930 as a double circuit 23 kV line later converted w138 kV with one side operating at 138 k v and the other side as 69 kV.  Both line segments will be constructed to 138 kV standards.


Duquesne Light states that the reconfigured segments of line will better align circuits in the area, minimize transmission line crossings, replace deteriorated tower structures and aid in reducing outages for future maintenance work.  Furthermore, use of 138 kV construction increases the flexibility of future system configurations while minimizing the impact to the area and maximizing the use of existing right-of-way. 


Duquesne Light states that the reconfigured and upgraded line segment is located within Ambridge Borough and South Heights Borough of Beaver County and Leetsdale Borough in Allegheny County.  Approximately 1,000 feet of the upgraded line is located in Leetsdale Borough of Allegheny County on either Duquesne Light owned property or an existing centerline easement; approximately 1,200 feet of the upgraded line is located within Ambridge Borough on an existing centerline easement; approximately 1,000 feet of the line is located within South Heights Borough, Beaver County on either Duquesne Light owned property or proposed 120 to 195 foot wide right-of-way which includes a crossing of CSX RR tracks; approximately 1,200 feet of line is over the Ohio River.


Duquesne Light states that thirty five hundred feet (80%) of the line is being either reconductored or reconstructed without altering the size, or the character of the right- of-way.  Six hundred feet (14%) of the line is being constructed on existing Duquesne Light owned property which until recently was a substation. Three hundred feet (7%) of the line is on new right-of-way acquired from Reliant Energy.  All of the lines have existed and operated in the present location since 1930.  


Duquesne Light states that the operation and maintenance procedures for the circuits will conform to Duquesne Light's transmission and distribution construction standards and Duquesne Light’s procedures for line clearance and vegetation management on right-of-​way.  These standards meet or exceed all relevant National Electric Safety Code standards and all standards of the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 



Duquesne Light states that the estimated cost of the project is $500,000.  Construction of the line will commence following PUC approval and will be completed by June 2010. 
The formal Duquesne Light Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


That the Letter of Notification filed by Duquesne Light Company to upgrade and reconfigure a segment of the existing 138 kV Crescent-Valley Z82 circuit and Crescent-Legionville Z26 circuit in Leetsdale Borough in Allegheny County, Pa and South Heights and Ambridge Boroughs in Beaver County, PA, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)
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