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PUC Investigates PPL’s Proposed Time-of-Use Rate Option
HARRISBURG – The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) today voted to investigate a proposal to allow PPL customers the option of time-of-use (TOU) rates.
The Commission voted 5-0 to examine the proposal and to approve a motion by Commissioner Kim Pizzingrilli to complete that investigation by Jan. 31, 2010. Act 129 of 2008 required that TOU plans must receive Commission consideration within six months of being filed. PPL filed its plan on July 31, 2009.
According to the filing, the proposed TOU program would provide optional pricing for electric service for residential and small commercial and industrial customers. Under the plan, customers could choose a billing option that provides different pricing for “on-peak” and “off-peak” hours. Higher rates would be charged for on-peak hours while lower rates would be charged for off-peak hours. The rates would be set on a flat cents per kWh basis and be different for summer and non-summer periods.
Several parties have filed to intervene in the proceeding including the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, Eric Epstein, the Sustainable Energy Fund of Central Eastern Pennsylvania, the PUC’s Office of Trial Staff and Richards Energy Group Inc. 
The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission balances the needs of consumers and utilities to ensure safe and reliable utility service at reasonable rates; protect the public interest; educate consumers to make independent and informed utility choices; further economic development; and foster new technologies and competitive markets in an environmentally sound manner.
For recent news releases, audio of select Commission proceedings or more information about the PUC, visit our website at www.puc.state.pa.us.
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