BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Frank Parente





:







:

v.





:

C-2009-2126330







:

Pennsylvania-American Water Company
:
ORDER GRANTING A CONTINUANCE
An Initial Telephonic Hearing is scheduled in this matter for Wednesday, March 10, 2010, at 10:00 a.m.  After business hours on Friday, March 5, 2010, I received an electronic mail request from counsel for Pennsylvania-American Water Company (PAWC or Respondent) for a thirty-day continuance of the March 10, 2010 hearing.  PAWC counsel indicated in the e-mail that he was authorized by Frank Parente (Mr. Parente or Complainant) to make a joint continuance request.   In support of the continuance, PAWC counsel asserted that the parties had reached a tentative settlement and needed additional time to finalize the agreement.
The standard for granting a continuance of a hearing is set forth at 52 Pa. Code §1.15(b), and requires that good cause be shown.  I find that the stated purpose of the continuance, which is to facilitate settlement, provides good cause for the hearing cancellation.  Indeed, the Commission’s stated policy is to encourage settlements, as the parties can often achieve results that are mutually agreeable at less cost than can be achieved through full litigation.  52 Pa. Code §5.231(a).  However, a case cannot be continued indefinitely and I conclude that allowance of a thirty (30) day period is reasonable to allow for conclusion of the settlement process.  If the Complainant has not filed a petition to withdraw his complaint, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.94, or a certified statement that the complaint has been satisfied, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.24(a), or the Respondent has not filed a certification of satisfaction, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§5.24(b) and (c), with a copy to me and the other party, by April 5, 2010, then I will request that this matter be rescheduled for a hearing.


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:
1.
That this matter is hereby continued for thirty (30) days, or until Monday, April 5, 2010.

2.
That the hearing now scheduled in this matter for Wednesday, March 10, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. is cancelled. 

3.
That if the Complainant has not filed a petition to withdraw his complaint, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.94, or a certified statement that the complaint has been satisfied, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.24(a), or the Respondent has not filed a certification of satisfaction, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§5.24(b) and (c), with a copy to me and the other party, by April 5, 2010, then this matter will be rescheduled for a hearing.  In that event, all parties will be notified of the day, date, time and location of the rescheduled hearing.
Date:
March 8, 2010
_______________________________



Kandace F. Melillo



Administrative Law Judge
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