PENNSYLVANIA

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265


          Public Meeting held March 25, 2010
Commissioners Present:

James H. Cawley, Chairman

      Tyrone J. Christy, Vice Chairman
Wayne E. Gardner 

Robert F. Powelson

Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 
Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant 
to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57.72, with 


                    A-2010-2153871 respect to the Siegfried-Jackson #1 
138 kV Line, the Monroe-Jackson 

#1& #2 138 kV Lines in Jackson 
Township, Monroe County, PA.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On January 19, 2010, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
            (ii)       An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Monroe County Commissioners, Monroe County Planning Commission, Jackson Township Board of Supervisors and Jackson Township Planning Commission as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval to re-terminate three single-circuit transmission lines from the 69 kV yard to the 138 kV yard at the existing Jackson Substation.  These re-terminations will connect existing transmission lines to 138 kV bay positions at the Jackson 138-69 kV Substation.  These involve the following:- 
(1).
Construction of a new line section to connect the existing McMichaels Tap into a new 138 kV line bay position at the Jackson 138-69 kV Substation.  This new line section will be approximately 1,210 feet in length and constructed for single-circuit 138 kV operation.  Constructing this line will require the installation of approximately five single-shaft steel poles.  The poles will average approximately 75 feet in height.  The conductors will be 556.5 kcmil (thousand circular mils), 24/7 stranding, ACSR (aluminum conductor steel reinforced).  The ground wire will be 3/8-inch diameter high strength steel.  This line will be renamed the Siegfried​-Jackson #1 138 kV Transmission Line.

(2).
Construction of a second new line section to connect the existing Monroe-Jackson 138 kV Transmission Line to a new 138 kV bay position at the Jackson Substation.  This new line section will be approximately 440 feet in length and constructed for single-circuit 138 kV operation.  Constructing this line will require the installation of one single-shaft steel pole.  The pole will be approximately 65 feet in height.  The conductors will be 556.5 kcmil, 24/7 stranding, ACSR. The ground wire will be 3/8-inch diameter high strength steel.  This line will be renamed the Monroe-Jackson #1 138 kV Transmission Line. 
(3).
Construction of the final new line section to connect the existing Jackson-Stroudsburg 138/69 kV Transmission Line to an existing 138 kV bay position at the Jackson Substation.  This new line section will be approximately 295 feet in length and constructed for single-circuit 138 kV operation.  Constructing this line will not require the installation of new transmission poles.  The existing steel poles will be utilized to support the line.  The conductors will be 556.5 kcmil, stranding, ACSR. The ground wire will be 3/8-inch diameter high strength steel.  This line will be renamed the Monroe-Jackson #2 138 kV Transmission Line. 

PPL Electric states that creating this double-circuit 138 kV path will also require conversion of the Jackson-Stroudsburg 138/69 kV line from 69 kV to 138 kV operation.  The Jackson-Stroudsburg 138/69 kV consists of 556 ACSR-conductor. Raising the operating voltage from 69 kV to 138 kV on one 556 ACSR circuit will double its capacity from a winter normal rating of 111 MVA to a winter normal rating of 222 MVA, which will enable the circuit to meet increased electric demand without establishing additional major transmission line corridors. 

The project is located in Jackson Township, Monroe County, Pennsylvania.  Project includes the establishment of the expanded Jackson Regional Substation and the re-termination of the Siegfried-Jackson #1 138 kV Line and the Monroe-Jackson #1 and #2138 kV Lines and the upgrade of the Jackson-Stroudsburg 138/69 kV line from 69 kV to 138 kV operation.



PPL Electric states that the Project is necessary for two reasons.  First, it is required to avoid the interruption of 230 MW of load or approximately 55,000 customers, for extended periods of time, in the event of the loss of the Monroe-Jackson 138 kV Line or the Monroe 230-69 kV Transformer #2 during winter peak load conditions.  The occurrence of one of these events would result in an overload of the Siegfried-Jackson 138 kV Line and low voltage on the 69 kV lines served from Jackson Regional Substation which would violate PPL Electric's Reliability Principles and Practices.  Second, the Project is necessary as part of PPL Electric's long-term plan to increase reliability and resolve load and low voltage issues in Southern Pocono area by converting the existing 69 kV facilities to 138 kV.  Increasing the operating voltage from 69 kV to 138 kV will double the capacity of the existing transmission lines and enable PPL Electric to continue to provide reliable electric service to its customers without establishing additional major transmission corridors.  
PPL Electric states that the entire Project will be located on land already owned by PPL Electric.  No land will have to be purchased, and no new rights-of-way will be obtained for the Project. Due to the presence of other transmission facilities in the area, it is anticipated that the Project will have minimal impacts on the area. 



PPL Electric states that proposed Project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The Project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable NESC minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.


The estimated cost of the transmission line work, including the design and construction of the Siegfried-Jackson #1 138 kV Line and the Monroe-Jackson #1 and #2 138 kV Lines is $830,000.  The total project costs approximately $3.38 million, which includes the costs of the modification to the Jackson 138-69 kV Substation.  Construction is scheduled to commence in March 2010, to support an in-service date of November 2010. 
Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the Tap Lines are less than two miles.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the Siegfried-Jackson #1 138 kV Line, the Monroe-Jackson #1& #2      
138 kV Lines in Jackson Township, Monroe County, PA, is hereby approved.
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   BY THE COMMISSION,


   James J. McNulty


   Secretary
(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED: March 25, 2010 
ORDER ENTERED: March 29, 2010
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