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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 
Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 
52 Pa. Code Chapter 57.72, with respect 




A-2010-2156418
to the Roseville 138/69 kV Tap and the 
Neffsville #1& #2 138/69 kV Taps in 
Manheim Township Lancaster County, PA.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On February 4, 2010, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(i) and (vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Lancaster County Commissioners, Lancaster County Planning Commission, Manheim Township, Manheim Township Planning Commission, Manheim Township Board of Commissioners and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PPL Electric seeks Commission approval of the following modifications to PPL Electric's transmission system: (1) PPL Electric will rearrange the Roseville 138/69 kV Tap to be sourced from the existing South Akron-South Manheim 69 kV Transmission Line, (2) PPL Electric will construct approximately 145 feet of new 138/69 kV transmission line to supply the second transformer at the Roseville 69-12 kV Substation independently from the first transformer so that the first and second transformers at the substation will no longer share transformer protection equipment; (3) PPL Electric will reinsulate the Neffsville #1 and #2 69 kV Taps to meet PPL Electric's standards for 138 kV transmission lines so that they may be operated at 138 kV in the future; (4) PPL Electric will relocate approximately 475 feet of the Neffsville #2 69 kV Tap, so that it will be supplied from the South Akron-South Manheim #2 69 kV Transmission Line, and construct it to meet PPL Electric's standards for 138 kV transmission lines and (5) PPL Electric will increase the operating voltage of the Roseville 138/69 kV Tap from 69 kV to 138 kV in the future.  Future filings, which will address conversion of other portions of the Lancaster 69 kV to 138 kV will be submitted to the Commission.  PPL Electric states that at the conclusion of this project all of the above referenced transmission line will have the ability to operate at 138 kV although, initially, they will operate at 69 kV.


PPL Electric states that this project is required to improve reliability and operating flexibility of PPL Electric’s system.  The future conversion from 69 kV to 138 kV will help meet the increasing demand for electricity in the Lancaster area.  Converting the existing 69 kV facilities along this corridor to 138 kV operation is PPL Electric’s long range plan for the heavily loaded core service area of the Lancaster region.  Increasing the operating voltage from 69 kV to 138 kV will double the capacity of the existing transmission lines and enable PPL Electric to continue to provide reliable service to its customers without establishing additional major transmission corridors.
PPL Electric states that the project is located entirely in Manheim Township, Lancaster County and all of the proposed transmission line modifications are located on land that is owned by PPL Electric or on existing rights-of-way owned by PPL Electric.  Further, due to the small size of the proposed transmission line modifications and the presence of other transmission facilities in the area, it is anticipated that the proposed modifications will have minimal impacts on the area.  The Project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable NESC minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.
PPL Electric states that the estimated cost of the transmission line modifications described above is $820,000.  The total Project also calls for replacement of four transformers - two at the Roseville 69-12 kV Substation and two at the Neffsville 69-12 kV Substation.  The total cost of the entire project, including the substation modifications, is $6.9 million.  This filing concerns only the proposed modifications of transmission facilities (i.e. $820,000), which are the only part of the project that require prior Commission approval under 52 Pa. Code, Chapter 57, Subchapter G.  Construction is scheduled to commence as soon as practical after Commission approval in order to support an in-service date of November 2010.
Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(1) and (vi) because the line modifications will be entirely on property or rights-of-way that presently are owned by PPL Electric and because the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed transmission line modifications will not substantially alter the right-of-way.  Further, the total length of the transmission lines to be constructed as part of the project is less than two miles.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect the Roseville138/69 kV Tap and the Neffsville  #1& #2 138/69 kV Taps in Manheim Township, Lancaster County, PA, is hereby approved.
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   BY THE COMMISSION,


   James J. McNulty


   Secretary
(SEAL) 
ORDER ADOPTED: April 15, 2010
ORDER ENTERED: April 15, 2010
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