
BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Petition of PPL Electric Utilities


:
Corporation For A Finding That A Building

:
To Shelter Control Equipment At The

:

Copperstone 230-69 kV Substation To Be

:

P-2010-2159610
Constructed In South Hanover Township,

:

Dauphin County, Pennsylvania Is


:
Reasonably Necessary For The Convenience

:

Or Welfare Of The Public



:
ORDER REFERRING UNPROTESTED PETITION TO THE BUREAU OF FIXED UTILITY SERVICES
On February 12, 2010, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (petitioner) filed a Petition For A Finding That A Building To Shelter Control Equipment At The Copperstone 230-69 kV Substation To Be Constructed In South Hanover Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania Is Reasonably Necessary For The Convenience Or Welfare Of The Public (Petition) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission), Docket Number P-2010-2159610.  The Petition seeks a finding that a building to shelter control equipment at the proposed Copperstone 230-69 kV Substation in South Hanover Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public and, therefore, exempt from any local zoning ordinance.
The Petition was served on, among others, the South Hanover Township Board of Supervisors, the South Hanover Township Planning Commission, the Dauphin County Commissioners, and the Dauphin County Planning Commission.
Notice of the filing of the Petition appeared in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on March 6, 2010, with protests and petitions to intervene due on or before March 22, 2010.

By Hearing Notice dated March 29, 2010, an Initial Hearing pursuant to the provisions of 53 P.S. § 10619 was scheduled for April 26, 2010, and the case was assigned to me.
The March 29, 2010, Hearing Notice was served on, among others, the South Hanover Township Board of Supervisors, the South Hanover Township Planning Commission, the Dauphin County Commissioners, and the Dauphin County Planning Commission.

On April 13, 2010, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) filed and served a Notice Of Appearance, entering the appearance of legal counsel on PennDOT’s behalf.

The Initial Hearing convened as scheduled on April 26, 2010.  The petitioner, represented by legal counsel accompanied by two potential witnesses, was present and prepared to proceed.  No entity other than the petitioner was present.  The petitioner presented the testimony of two witnesses and introduced two statements (PPL Statements Nos. 1 and 2) and four exhibits (PPL Exhibits Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4) into evidence.  A transcript of the proceeding was produced.

A public hearing, with both the corporation and the municipality in which the proposed building is to be located having received notice thereof, has been held.  No opposition to the granting of the Petition has been made and there are no parties to this case other than the petitioner.
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That the Petition For A Finding That A Building To Shelter Control Equipment At The Copperstone 230-69 kV Substation To Be Constructed In South Hanover Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania Is Reasonably Necessary For The Convenience Or Welfare Of The Public, filed on February 12, 2010, by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Docket Number P-2010-2159610, being unprotested, is referred for disposition to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Fixed Utility Services.
Date: April 26, 2010
















Wayne L. Weismandel






Administrative Law Judge
P-2010-2161805 - Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation v. For a Finding that a Building to shelter control equipment at the Copperstone 230-69 kV substation to be constructed in South Hanover Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public
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�	PennDOT did not file either a protest or a petition to intervene in this case and, consequently, is not a party.  Entry of an appearance of counsel on behalf of a non-party is a nullity.  Upon consultation with PennDOT’s attorney, I learned that PennDOT did not want to be a party to the case, but merely was interested in learning the ultimate Commission disposition of the Petition.  In the future, a letter to the presiding officer would be a better course of action by PennDOT.  Additionally, any final Commission order in this case will ultimately be available on the Commission’s web-site.
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