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Letter of Notification of PECO Energy 





Company, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code 

Chapter 57 Subchapter G with respect to 



       A-2010-2175030

the relocation of transmission facilities 
needed to accommodate a landfill proposed 

by Waste Management, Inc. in Fairless Hills, 

Falls Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On May 6, 2010, PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  On May 10, 2010, PECO filed an amended LON to reflect corrections to the designation and description of appendices and replaces the LON filed by PECO on May 6, 2010 in this docket.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the  right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

 (vi)   An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Falls Township Board of Supervisors, Falls Township Planning Board, Bucks County Board of Commissioners, Bucks County Planning Commission, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  A Motion to Intervene was filed by Gamesa Wind US, LLC and subsequently withdrawn.  No hearings were held.
PECO seeks Commission’s approval to relocate two (2) transmission lines (the "Subject Transmission Facilities"), each of which is less than two (2) miles in length and located on property owned by the United States Steel Corporation ("USS") and Waste Management, Inc. ("Waste Management") in Fairless Hills, Falls Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania (collectively referred to as the "USS Property").  PECO states that USS and other local businesses intend to relocate privately-owned transmission facilities that traverse the USS Property and which are electrically connected to the Subject Transmission Facilities.  The two transmission lines to be relocated are (i) an approximately 1.9 miles long portion of a double circuit 230 kV transmission line owned by PECO but operated by Fairless Energy, LLC of Fairless, Pa. and (ii) an approximately 1.9 miles long portion of a double circuit 138 kV transmission line owned and operated by PECO Energy.  Both transmission lines are located entirely within Falls Township.
PECO states that the purpose of the overall construction project, including the private relocation project and the relocation of the Subject Transmission Facilities, is to accommodate the construction of a landfill by Waste Management.  That private construction and relocation project will require that the Subject Transmission Facilities be relocated to accommodate the proposed landfill project.  The Subject Transmission Facilities are currently located on the USS Property, are in an industrial area, inside the fence of an industrial park, and not near any residences or commercial sites; the Subject Transmission Facilities will be relocated on property owned by USS, Waste Management and its affiliate, Wheelabrator, and Gamesa, one of the manufacturers in the USS industrial park.  The Subject Transmission Facilities will continue to be in an industrial area, inside the fence of an industrial park, and not nearby any residences or commercial sites.  USS will be responsible for obtaining all rights-of-way necessary to relocate the Subject Transmission Facilities.


Fairless Energy, LLC ("Fairless Energy"), a Delaware limited liability company, leases and operates two (2) generating plants that are located in Falls Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania (the "Fairless Power Station").  The Fairless Power Station is constructed on a portion of the USS Property and is connected to the interstate transmission system by one (1) of two (2) transmission lines located on or across the USS Property or within an existing right-of-way granted by USS ("Existing Transmission Facilities")." The Existing Transmission Facilities, which include both the Subject Transmission Facilities and USS's private transmission facilities, include: 

(a) 
A double circuit 230 kV Transmission Line (the 220-xx line), located entirely within Falls Township, owned by PECO but operated by Fairless Energy pursuant to the terms of a Transmission and Distribution Easement Agreement.  The 220-xx transmission line connects the Fairless Power Station with the interstate transmission system. The portion of the 220-xx transmission line to be relocated is approximately 1.9 miles in length. 

(b) 
A double circuit 138 kV line (the 130-xx line), located entirely within Falls
Township and owned and operated by PECO Energy. The 130-xx line is on the same transmission line right-of-way as the 220-xx line, and must be relocated with it. The portion of the 130-xx transmission line to be relocated is approximately 1.9 miles in length. 

PECO states that the Subject Transmission Facilities are an existing, energized transmission facility that is currently utilized, among other things, to transmit power from the Fairless Power Station to the transmission grid.  PECO also states that the line relocation project is needed simply to accommodate additional industrial (landfill) functions on the underlying property while retaining an intact, operating transmission system.  When USS relocates its privately-owned transmission lines to which the Subject Transmission Facilities are electrically connected, the Subject Transmission Facilities must also be relocated in order to keep the electrical connection intact. There is no other 
purpose or need for the work on the Subject Transmission Facilities, but that need is absolute - when the relocation of the USS lines is done, if the work on the Subject Transmission Facilities is not done simultaneously, the physical and electrical connection between the Fairless Power Station and the transmission grid will be lost. 



PECO states that the project will be designed and constructed in a manner that meets or exceeds the requirements specified in the latest revision of the National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC") as well as all applicable safety standards established by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration ("OSHA").  In addition, PECO and/or Fairless Energy will operate, repair and maintain the Subject Transmission Facilities in accordance with NESC, OSHA and any applicable local, state or federal requirements. 


PECO states that the functional requirements of the project permit it to use land that is fee- or easement-owned by USS, as currently owned or to be obtained by USS, for all of the modifications for which approval is sought herein. Moreover, the new structures will be installed on an industrial site, which is well suited to locating transmission lines. The work will be conducted pursuant to an Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan approved by the Bucks County Conservation District.  As a consequence of all of these factors, the transmission line modifications proposed for approval herein will create minimal new environmental and land use impacts. 


PECO states that the estimated cost of the entire project is $8 million and will be funded by USS.  Approximately $3.98 million of that is attributable to the portion of the work to be performed outside the USS Property which is within Commission jurisdiction.  The project is scheduled to begin on or about July 1, 2010, pending Commission approval.  The proposed in-service date for the Subject Transmission Facilities in their new location is November 1, 2010. 
The formal PECO Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.7(d)(1)(vi) because the lines to be relocated are less than two miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PECO Energy Company regarding the relocation of transmission facilities needed to accommodate a landfill proposed by Waste Management, Inc. in Fairless Hills, Falls Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: June 16, 2010
ORDER ENTERED:  June 23, 2010
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