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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER WAYNE E. GARDNER


Before the Commission are a number of matters under which PPL has sought exemptions from municipal ordinances pursuant to Section 10619 of the Municipal Planning Code, as amended, 53 P.S.§ 10619, which provides that the Commission may grant an exemption from local zoning ordinances if the Commission, after a hearing, finds that, “…the present or proposed situation of the building in question is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public.”

While we note that the Commission has the authority to grant exemptions for utilities, we expect that a utility seeking an exemption from a local ordinance will act in a conscientious manner toward the local municipality which would include adhering to local ordinances whenever possible.   
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