PENNSYLVANIAPRIVATE 

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Harrisburg, PA  17105‑3265








Public Meeting held August 18, 2010
Commissioners Present:

James H. Cawley, Chairman

Tyrone J. Christy, Vice Chairman
John F. Coleman, Jr.
Wayne E. Gardner
Robert F. Powelson

Application of Ramsey’s Moving Systems, LLC, a limited liability corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for amendment to its common carrier certificate, which grants the right, to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods in use, from points in Philadelphia and Delaware Counties, to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa: SO AS TO PERMIT the transportation of household goods in use, from points in Chester and Montgomery Counties, excluding the municipalities of Coatesville, Pottstown, and Lansdale, to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa.
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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed February 18, 2010.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of March 27, 2010, with protests due by April 12, 2010.  On April 7, 2010, a joint protest was filed by Hoy Transfer, Inc., Starck Van Lines, Inc. and Lytle's Transfer & Storage, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as "Protestants"), which was later withdrawn on April 27, 2010, upon acceptance of a restrictive amendment by all parties.  On May 7, 2010 the application was reassigned to the Bureau of Transportation and Safety for review under modified procedures.

The record consists of the application, the applicant’s verified statement, five statements of support from parties residing in Chester County, and four statements of support from parties residing in Montgomery County.  The now unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing. 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Ramsey’s Moving Systems, LLC, (or applicant) seeks the amended right to provide additional household goods in use, from points in Chester and Montgomery Counties, excluding the municipalities of Coatesville, Pottstown, and Lansdale, to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa.  This amendment is an expansion of the applicant’s existing authority to operate from points in Philadelphia and Delaware Counties, to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa.  
The applicant has operated as a Commission certificated carrier since July 17, 2007, and has no significant negative compliance history.  Applicant will continue to operate from its existing facility located at 4 Man–O‑War Drive, Media, Pa, and will continue to utilize its previously approved safety and hiring policies.  The applicant intends to place two additional vehicles into service to handle its requested additional operating area, but does not foresee the need for additional drivers.


Applicant is currently paying insurance premiums for the vehicles in its existing certificated service and foresees no issues with continued coverage for the requested expanded area of operations.



The applicant’s balance sheet dated July 13, 2010, shows total assets of $144,571, of which $30,532 is cash, and total liabilities of $72,552.  Applicant has an owner’s equity of $72,019.
The applicant has provided statements of support from five parties residing in Chester County, and four from parties residing in Montgomery County.
A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the technical expertise, experience, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service. 
The application was under joint protest from three parties, all of which agreed to withdraw their protests based upon the acceptance and approval of the following consolidated restrictive amendment:

Household goods in use, from points in Chester and Montgomery Counties, excluding the municipalities of Coatesville, Pottstown and Lansdale, to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa.

Subject to the following conditions:

That no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to or from points in the Counties of Allegheny, Washington and Centre.

That no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to or from points located within twenty-five (25) statute miles of limits of the City of Altoona, Blair County.

That no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to or from points located within fifteen (15) miles by the usually traveled highways of the limits of the City of Allentown, Lehigh County, or within three (3) miles of the limits of the City of Easton, Northampton County.

 The applicant is hereby advised of its obligation to familiarize itself with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a common carrier as authorized by this Order.  Applicant is further advised that failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of its authority.  Title 52 of the Pa. Code is available online at www.pacode.com. 

After complete review of the record, we find:

1. Applicant seeks the amended right to provide service from points in Chester and Montgomery Counties, excluding the municipalities of Coatesville, Pottstown, and Lansdale, to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa.
2. One joint protest, consisting of three parties, was filed and withdrawn upon stipulation to a restrictive amendment.
3. Applicant is supported by nine parties residing in Chester and Montgomery Counties.
4. Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the service as amended.

5. The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service as amended.

6. Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:  That the application be and is hereby approved granting the following right:
1. To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods in use from points in Philadelphia and Delaware Counties, to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa.

2. To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods in use from points in Chester and Montgomery Counties, excluding the municipalities of Coatesville, Pottstown and Lansdale, to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa.

Subject to the following conditions:

That no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to or from points in the Counties of Allegheny, Washington and Centre.

That no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to or from points located within twenty-five (25) statute miles of limits of the City of Altoona, Blair County.

That no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to or from points located within fifteen (15) miles by the usually traveled highways of the limits of the City of Allentown, Lehigh County, or within three (3) miles of the limits of the City of Easton, Northampton County.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any additional transportation authorized by this order until the applicant has received a certificate of public convenience from the Commission.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:


1.   Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability 


      insurance.


2.   A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above-determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  
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BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  August 18, 2010
ORDER ENTERED:  August 19, 2010
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