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STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN JAMES H. CAWLEY


	Before us for disposition is the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge Charles E. Rainey.  ALJ Rainey reaches the appropriate result in this matter.  However, I would like to point out that the Commission maintains jurisdiction over the provision of services by Global Tel*Link not only because of the statutory provisions contained in 66 Pa. C.S. § 1501 regarding the provision of “adequate, efficient, safe and reasonable service and facilities” by public utilities operating in Pennsylvania, but also because of the powers and duties that the Commission retains and exercises in its regulation of telecommunications utilities and services in accordance with Public Utility Code Chapter 30.

	Although Chapter 30 does not permit the rate regulation of interexchange carriers (IXCs) and services, Section 3018(b)(3) does not “limit the authority of the commission to regulate the privacy of interexchange service and the ordering, installation, restoration and disconnection of interexchange service to customers.”  66 Pa. C.S. § 3018(b)(3).[footnoteRef:1]  Similarly, Section 3018(d)(1) of Chapter 30 does not limit the authority of the Commission “to resolve complaints regarding the quality of interexchange telecommunications carrier service” as those provided by GlobalTel*Link in this case.  66 Pa. C.S. § 3018(d)(1).  The Commission has precisely codified the type of complaints involving IXCs and their services that will be adjudicated before our agency at 52 Pa. Code § 63.109. [1:  See also Final Rulemaking for Revision of Chapter 63 of Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code Pertaining to Regulation of Interexchange Telecommunications Carriers and Services, Final Rulemaking Order, entered August 13, 2007, at 18 and 23-25.] 


	Furthermore, under Chapter 30 the Commission retains certain powers and duties and has the lawful capability:

To review and revise quality of service standards contained in 52 Pa. Code (relating to public utilities) that address the safety, adequacy, reliability and privacy of telecommunications services and the ordering, installation, suspension, termination and restoration of any telecommunications service.

66 Pa. C.S. § 3019(b)(2).
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