BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

	Jose M. Cruz
	:
	
	

	
	:
	
	

	            v.
	:

:
	
	C-2009-2132648

	Philadelphia Gas Works
	:
	
	


ORDER CONTINUING AND
RESCHEDULING HEARING



A hearing to be held in Philadelphia was scheduled in this matter for September 27, 2010, at 9:30 a.m.  On September 16, 2010, I received a Motion for Continuance of Hearing  (Motion) from Laureto Farinas, Esq., counsel for Respondent Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or Respondent).  Mr. Farinas requested that the hearing be continued and rescheduled as this case is not solely a billing dispute.  This case involves a billing dispute due to alleged tampering with the Automatic Meter Reading device (AMR) at Complainant’s service address.  Mr. Farinas asserts that the presentation of PGW’s case will involve the testimony of several witnesses, and thus this case is not workable in the context of normal “Call of the Docket” billing disputes. Petition at ¶¶ 7-8


Mr. Farinas also asserts that attempts to contact Mr. Cruz, the Complainant, to secure his agreement to the request for continuance have been made, but that PGW has not received a response from the Complainant. Petition at ¶ 11.



The Commission’s Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure at 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b) state that, “Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered.”  Given the scope of PGW’s case and the limited time available on September 27, 2010, the request for continuance is reasonable, and the Motion is granted.



I urge the parties to use this opportunity to try to resolve this proceeding and avoid the necessity of the expenditure of further time and legal expense.  



THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:


1.
That the Motion for Continuance of Hearing made by Respondent Philadelphia Gas Works at Cruz v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-2009-2132648, is granted; and 



2.
That the hearing scheduled for September 27, 2010 be continued and rescheduled.
	Date:
	September 17, 2010
	
	

	
	
	
	Dennis J. Buckley
Administrative Law Judge
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