BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Petition of PPL Electric Utilities


:

Corporation for Approval of a Default

:

Service Program and Procurement


:

P-2008-2060309

Plan for the Period January 1, 2011


:

Through May 31, 2014



:

AMENDED SCHEDULING ORDER ON REMAND



On August 28, 2008, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric) filed a petition (Petition) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) seeking approval of a default service program and procurement plan (DSP) for the period January 1, 20011 through May 31, 2014.  The purpose of the plan is to establish the terms and conditions under which PPL Electric will acquire and supply default service, including competitive procurement of Provider of Last Resort (POLR) supply and related alternative energy credits; rate design; an explanation of Regional Transmission Organization (RTO) compliance and consistency; and a contingency plan.  The Petition and attachments were served on a lengthy list of entities and utility counsel.



Following litigation, the parties came to a full settlement of all issues but two, which were fully litigated and subject to a Commission decision, entered June 30, 2009.  On July 1, 2009, PPL filed its compliance tariff which satisfied the directive in the Commission’s June 30, 2009 Opinion and Order.  



This is PPL’s third petition to amend the Settlement.  The first amendment, approved by Commission Order entered December 28, 2009, removed the debt rating requirement of Article 4.1.1(3).  This was intended to increase the number of solar alternative energy credits (SREC) competitive bids submitted by small, non-rated entities that would not otherwise qualify to bid.  The second was approved by Commission order entered June 24, 2010, and permitted the reinstatement of an Auction Revenue Rights (ARR) allocation in a manner consistent with the Competitive Bridge Plan SMA permitting PPL to proportionally assign the ARRs to participating wholesale suppliers.  



On May 18, 2010, PPL filed this petition requesting that the Commission amend the Settlement by modifying its procurement of SRECs.  The Petition was served on all parties to the original proceeding.  On June 7, 2010, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA), Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) and the Sustainable Energy Fund of Central Eastern Pennsylvania (SEF) each filed an Answer to PPL’s Petition.  



By Order entered July 22, 2010, the Commission directed the Office of Administrative Law Judge to develop an evidentiary record and to prepare a recommended decision on an expedited basis.  



By Notice issued July 28, 2010, a prehearing conference on remand was scheduled for August 18, 2010.  Prehearing memos were submitted by PPL, OCA, OSBA, SEF, Mr. Epstein and Constellation NewEnergy, Inc. and Constellation Energy Commodities Group, Inc. (Constellation).  Petitions to intervene were filed by Exelon Generation Company, LLC, and the Solar Alliance.  These petitions are addressed in a separate order.



The prehearing conference was held as scheduled, and the following were present:  PPL, OCA, OSBA, SEF, Mr. Epstein, Constellation, PP&L Industrial Customer Alliance (PPLICA), and Solar Alliance.  The parties agreed upon a schedule which was adopted in the scheduling order issued August 19, 2010.  



On October 13, 2010, counsel for PPL Electric contacted me and stated that the parties had reached a settlement in principle, with one reserved issue, and asked for the following:  (1) cancellation of the due date for the filing of direct testimony of parties other than the Company; (2) rescheduling of direct testimony due date for all parties for the reserved issue; (3) making the rebuttal due date for all parties set for November 1st; and (4) cancellation of the November 3, 2010 hearing date in favor of November 4, 2010.  As counsel has indicated that there is no objection to this plan, the request is granted.


THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the following procedural schedule is adopted (new dates appear bolded):


Direct testimony of parties


     For reserved issue

October 20, 2010


Rebuttal testimony


November 1, 2010 


Evidentiary hearings 

November 4, 2010


Initial Briefs



November 16, 2010


Reply Briefs



November 23, 2010



2.
That is all other respects the original scheduling order remains in effect.
Dated:  October 13, 2010


_______________________________







Susan D. Colwell







Administrative Law Judge
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