	[image: image2.png]



	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


October 22, 2010
M-2010-2205350
PATRICK J. CONTI
OPERATIONS CENTER MANAGER

DUQUESNE LIGHT COMPANY

2839 NEW BEAVER AVENUE

PITTSBURGH, PA 15233

Re:  
Request to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission for Exclusion of Major     
Outage for Reliability Reporting Purposes 
Dear Mr. Conti:



On October 19, 2010, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne) filed a request for exclusion of major outage for reliability reporting purposes in accordance with the requirements of the Commission’s Order entered May 11, 2004, at M‑00991220.


This request relates to service interruptions associated with a severe thunderstorm system that brought damaging lightning, high winds and heavy rains to Duquesne’s service territory in Allegheny and Beaver Counties starting at approximately 4:00 pm on September 22, 2010.  Duquesne noted that 82,125 customers experienced sustained service interruptions as a result with a peak of 52,000 customers out of service.  There are 580,000 customers in Duquesne’s service territory.  Duquesne noted that there was extensive damage to company facilities due to fallen trees.  Duquesne also noted that repairs included replacing 263 primary wires and equipment, 450 secondary wires, 59 broken poles and 28 transformers.  Duquesne utilized over 360 outside workers from other utilities and contractors.  Duquesne states that the event caused service interruptions beginning September 22, 2010, at 4:00 pm, with full customer restoration on September 26, 2010, at 12:00 p.m.  


Upon review of the company’s filing, it appears that the service interruptions described by Duquesne qualify as a major event, as defined in 52 Pa. Code §57.192.  Therefore, the request for exclusion of service interruptions for reporting purposes is hereby approved.  However, the Commission’s approval is contingent upon the possibility that subsequent audits, reviews, and inquiry, in any Commission proceeding, may be conducted, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.197 (relating to Reliability investigations and enforcement).



In addition, this approval will apply only to the matter and parties specifically and clearly defined under this instant filing.


If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within 10 days of the date of this letter.
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Sincerely,








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

Cc
Daniel Searfoorce, FUS


Dennis Hosler, Audits


Blaine Loper, CEEP


Darren Gill, CEEP


Elaine McDonald, FUS


Kathleen Aunkst, Secretary’s Bureau






































































































































































































