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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric

Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to

52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G,                                                  A-2010-2203049
For the Reconstruction of a Section of
The Hempfield-Prince #1 & #2 138 kV
Transmission Lines in Manheim Township,
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On September 29, 2010, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

           (ii)     An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Lancaster County, Lancaster County Commissioners, Lancaster County Planning Commission, Manheim Township and Manheim Township Commissioners.  Additionally, in order to expedite review of the project, PPL served notice on adjacent landowners.  Each affected landowner provided a letter to PPL indicating that they would not protest the application.  As such, no protests were filed, and no hearings were held.

PPL Electric proposes to reconstruct 2,800 feet of the existing West Hempfield-Prince Lines in Manheim Township, Lancaster County to accommodate the relocation of a railroad yard owned and operated by Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("Norfolk Southern").  PPL Electric states that the affected section of the West Hempfield-Prince Lines generally will be reconstructed along the existing transmission line centerline.  As a result, it is anticipated that the proposed reconstruction will have minimal incremental impacts on the area. 


Further, PPL Electric states that the purpose of the proposed reconstruction is to accommodate the relocation of Norfolk Southern's Dillerville railroad yard.  The relocation is part of the Dillerville Railyard Consolidation Project jointly being undertaken by the Franklin & Marshall College and the Lancaster General Hospital.  The former railroad yard will be transferred to the Franklin & Marshall College and the Lancaster General Hospital.  The purpose of the Dillerville Railyard Consolidation Project is to consolidate the Franklin & Marshall College campus, expand the Lancaster General Hospital health care facility, reconnect portions of Lancaster City currently divided by the railroad yard, improve traffic flow in northwest Lancaster City, and remake a landscape that is currently divided by the existing railroad yard.  Further, the relocated site for the Dillerville railroad yard will enable Norfolk Southern to expand its facilities and increase rail shipments to its customers in Lancaster and Chester counties.
PPL Electric states that the proposed reconstruction will involve the replacement of eleven mono-poles ranging in height from 69 feet to 81 feet, with five steel mono-poles, each approximately 100 feet high.  The reduction in the number of poles and the increase in span lengths are both necessary to provide proper lateral clearances for the movement of railcars, and to increase the height of the West Hempfield-Prince Lines to provide safe electrical clearances between the power conductors and railcars passing underneath.


PPL Electric states that the reconstructed Lines will continue to operate as double-circuit 138 kV transmission lines and each Line will consist of three power conductors and one overhead ground wire.  The power conductors will be 556.5 kcmil (thousands of circular mils),
 24/7 stranding ACSR
.  The overhead ground wire will be 3/8-inch extra high strength steel and will provide lightning protection for the reconstructed lines.  


The proposed reconstruction of the West Hempfield- Prince Lines generally will be within the existing right-of-way.  While all the new structures will be installed on the existing centerline, a reduction in the number of poles and the resulting increase in the span lengths will cause a small shift of the centerline along a certain portion of the reconstructed Lines.  As a result of this small shift in the centerline, a minimal amount of additional right-of-way is required from two property owners.  Both property owners have executed right-of-way agreements with PPL Electric.  



The total estimated cost to reconstruct the West Hempfield-Prince Lines is approximately $812,000.  The cost of the reconstruction will be paid entirely by the Franklin & Marshall College as part of the Dillerville Railyard Consolidation Project.  PPL Electric states that in order to meet the construction deadlines for the Dillerville Railyard Consolidation Project, the reconstruction of the West Hempfield-Prince Lines is scheduled to commence in the fourth quarter of 2010 and to be completed by the first quarter of 2011. 



PPL Electric states that the proposed reconstruction of the West Hempfield-Prince Lines will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The reconstructed West Hempfield-Prince Lines will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable NESC minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements. 


PPL Electric states the proposed reconstruction of the West Hempfield-Prince Lines will be located entirely in Manheim Township, Lancaster County.  The proposed reconstruction was reviewed with representatives of the Township and the County, which do not have any objection to the proposed reconstruction of the West Hempfield-Prince Lines.  
Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the reconstruction Lines will be less than two miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for the reconstruction of a section of the Hempfield-Prince #1 & #2 138 kV Transmission Lines in Manheim Township, Lancaster County, PA, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary
(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED: November 4, 2010
ORDER ENTERED: November 4, 2010
� A Circular Mil is the cross sectional area of a wire one mil in diameter, where 1 kcmil = 0.5067 mm2 


� Aluminum Conductor Steel Reinforced.
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