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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


February 1, 2011

To:
All Parties who Filed Comments Related to Duquesne Light Company’s 


Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan, Docket No. M-2010-


2161220

Re:
Postponement of Final Order

On February 25, 2010, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne) filed its Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan (Plan) for 2011-2013.  Subsequently, Duquesne filed two Amendments to the Plan on May 13 and August 5, 2010.  

On November 23, 2010, the Commission entered a Tentative Order approving the Plan that Duquesne filed on August 5, 2010, and seeking comments from interested parties.  Additionally, at the November 19, 2010 Public Meeting, Commissioner Coleman moved that the interested parties address in their comments whether Duquesne should develop and implement a Customer Assistance Program (CAP) Plus Plan and the appropriate forum for Duquesne to do so.


Duquesne filed comments on December 20, 2010, and the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA), the Office of Trial Staff (OTS) and the Pennsylvania Utility Law Project (PULP) filed comments on December 23, 2010.  Duquesne and PULP filed reply comments on January 7, 2011.

In their comments, OCA and OTS remarked that Duquesne has an on-going base rate proceeding at R-2010-2179522, in which a settlement-in-principle was reached that addresses universal service issues.  OCA and OTS requested that the Commission defer issuance of a Final Order pertaining to Duquesne’s Plan until the Commission rules on the proposed settlement agreement. 

In its reply comments, Duquesne also recommended that the Commission delay ruling on its Plan until the proposed settlement agreement is reviewed in its base rate proceeding.


The Joint Petition for Settlement of All Issues (Settlement Petition) in the base-rate proceeding was filed on January 7, 2011.  The Settlement Petition addresses universal service issues and specifically requires Duquesne to develop a CAP Plus Plan 
in consultation with OCA, OTS and the Bureau of Consumer Services, and file that Plan with the Commission by April 1, 2011.

Because universal service issues are being considered in the base rate proceeding that have the potential to affect Duquesne’s Plan, the Commission will defer issuance of a Final Order in Docket No. M-2010-2161220 until the Commission rules on the Settlement Petition.

Within thirty (30) days of entry of a Final Order pertaining to the Settlement Petition at R-2010-2179522, Duquesne is directed to file at Docket No. M-2010-2161220
 either: (1) a letter advising that its Plan will not be affected by the Settlement Petition; or (2) an additional amended Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan that is revised in accordance with the Settlement Petition.  In the event that Duquesne files an amended Plan, the Commission will enter a Tentative Order that addresses the Plan and provides an opportunity for comments from interested parties.

[image: image1.png]PENNSYLVANIA

PUC

PUBLIC UTIITY COMMISSION











Very truly yours,









Rosemary Chiavetta








Secretary
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