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Letter of Notification of PECO Energy
Company filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code
Chapter 57 Subchapter G, with respect to
the Reconductoring and Reconfiguration                                                 A-2010-2205700 of the Chichester-Saville 138 kV Transmission 
Line located in Eddystone Borough, the City 
of Chester, Trainer Borough and Lower 
Chichester Township, all in Chester County, PA.

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 20, 2010, PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)     An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Chief Executive Officers, Boards of Supervisors and Land Use Planning Officers of Eddystone Borough, City of Chester, Trainer Borough, Lower Chichester Township, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PECO seeks the Commission’s approval to reconductor and reconfigure, build and modify, entirely on existing right-of-way and fee-owned or easement land, approximately 4 miles of 138kV transmission line located in Eddystone Borough, the City of Chester, Trainer Borough and Lower Chichester Township, all in Chester County,  Pennsylvania.  


PECO states that this transmission line work is necessary to maintain and improve the reliability of the interstate transmission grid.  According to PECO the need for transmission line modifications was identified in the 2010 Deactivation Study prepared by the PJM Interconnection LLC ("PJM")
, for the retirement of certain generating units.


PECO explains that Exelon Generation Company, LLC has notified PJM that it will retire certain generating units - Cromby Units 1 and 2 and Eddystone Units 1 and 2 - in the near future.  PJM’s procedure when receiving such a notice from a generator is to conduct a Deactivation Study to identify changes to the interstate transmission system that may be necessary upon retirement of the generation units.  On March 2, 2010, PJM completed and posted its Deactivation Study for these generation retirements (which is attached to this filing as Exhibit A with updates through 

September 7, 2010).  According to PECO, PJM has determined (p. 6) that, if two specified 230 kV transmission lines were to be out-of-service, this could cause an overload on the Chichester - Saville 138 kV line.  (This condition is referred to as an N-l-l contingency).  The Deactivation Study states that the solution to this condition is to reconductor the Chichester - Saville 138 kV transmission line.  This statement in the Deactivation Study constitutes approval by PJM of the noted solution as a reliability 
modification to the transmission system.  Further, pursuant to Schedule 6, Section 1.7 of PJM's Operating Agreement, which was approved by, and is on file with, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“PERC”), once PJM has approved reliability modifications to the transmission system, PECO is required to make those modifications.


PECO states that the Chichester-Saville line is an existing 138 kV circuit on an active Amtrak railroad right-of-way, primarily through an industrial and commercial area.  The general line modification needed for this project is to reconductor the line with new conductors of higher capacity so that the projected load may safely and reliably be transmitted over the line.  Some of the existing towers will require modification in order to safely support the new, heavier, conductors.  Approximately nine structures will need to be replaced.  In addition, in a few places along the route, new intermediate structures will need to be erected to reduce the length of the span between structures.  


PECO states that the functional requirements of the project allow it to use existing rights-of-way and fee-owned or easement land for all of the modifications for which approval is sought herein.  In addition, and as explained earlier, this project involves reconductoring of an existing transmission line on an active railroad right-of-way.  This transmission line work will take place on an existing transmission line right-of-way, which has been used as a power line corridor for many years.  Before it performs construction work, PECO will conduct an analysis of the presence /absence of wetlands for the project.  Where wetlands are identified and access is required, they will be surveyed, marked in the field, and designated on drawings.  Where access over wetlands is necessary to perform the construction work, PECO will utilize temporary mats or other approved or permitted methods to avoid damage.  As a consequence of all of these factors, the transmission line modifications proposed for approval herein will create minimal new environmental and land use impacts. 


PECO states that the design criteria used for the transmission line work described herein is set forth in the PECO's standards for transmission line construction. These design criteria meet or exceed the requirements of the National Electrical Safety Code ("NESC").  Furthermore, PECO will construct, operate and maintain the transmission facilities in a manner that satisfies or surpasses NESC standards.  The proposed project will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety. 


PECO states that the total cost for the transmission line work associated with the Project is estimated to be $11,502,000.  This project has a needed in-service date of June 1, 2011, in order to be available to serve peak load in the summer of 2013.  In order to meet this in-service date, PECO needs to commence construction in January 2011. 


Upon review, the Commission finds that the PECO’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) because the line which is being reconfigured entirely on an existing right-of-way and the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line will not substantially alter the right-of-way of the existing HV line associated with the project.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PECO Energy Company for the Chichester-Saville 138 kV Transmission Line located in Eddystone Borough, the City of Chester, Trainer Borough and Lower Chichester Township, all in Chester County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.
[image: image1.png]


BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

 (SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: February 10, 2011
ORDER ENTERED: February 10, 2011
� PJM is the Independent System Operator ("ISO") for the transmission system in the Mid-Atlantic region and NERC-registered Transmission Operator, Transmission Planner, Reliability Coordinator, Transmission Provider and Balancing Authority for the PECO transmission system.
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