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Tap Line to Serve the United States Army

Depot in Coolbaugh Township, Monroe County.
ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:


On October 21, 2010, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) filed a Petition with the Commission, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.43 and 57.72(e), for a waiver of certain of the Commission’s regulations governing its review and approval of the siting and construction of high voltage electric transmission lines set forth at 52 Pa. Code §§ 57.71 et seq.  (Petition).  Specifically, PPL seeks a waiver of portions of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) in order to file a Letter of Notification in lieu of an Application to site and construct a double circuit 138/69 kV transmission tap to replace the existing single circuit 69 kV transmission tap which is used for the sole purpose of supplying the United States Army (Army) Depot in Coolbaugh Township, Monroe County, Pennsylvania.  For the reasons stated herein, we shall grant the subject petition and waive the application requirement.
Background.

In support of its Petition, PPL states that it provides service to the Tobyhanna Army Depot via a 2.08 mile single circuit 69 kV transmission tap line from the Blooming Grove-Jackson 138/69 kV Transmission Line to a substation owned by the Army which is situated on the same tract of land as the Tobyhanna Army Depot.  The existing single circuit tap is not used to serve any other customers and is the sole source of electricity for the Army Depot.  The existing single circuit tap is situated entirely within a 100 foot wide right of way from the substation to the Blooming Grove-Jackson 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  The 0.76 miles of the line closest to the substation is located on the Army’s property.  The remaining 1.32 miles of the tap are located off Army property.  The Army is the sole customer of this line.

PPL states that the Army’s facilities, including its substation, are no longer adequate to serve its load.  In July 2010, the Army signed an agreement with PPL for the replacement of the existing single circuit 69 kV transmission tap with a double circuit 138/69 kV tap (Tobyhanna Tap) to improve service reliability by providing the customer with a double circuit supply.  The Army has requested that PPL install the new double circuit tap line as quickly as possible since its new substation will be constructed and placed in service in November 2011.

The Petition seeks to obtain such waivers as are necessary or appropriate to permit PPL to seek the Commission’s approval for the siting and construction of the new Tobyhanna Tap by means of a Letter of Notification instead of a full siting application, such that a shorter period of time for regulatory review will enable PPL to complete the project in a timely manner.  As proposed, the transmission tap line does not meet the strict definition of any one of the circumstances in which a Letter of Notification may be used.

Discussion.
The Commission’s regulation at 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) permits a utility to file a Letter of Notification in lieu of the Application process as follows:
"(d) 
Letter of notification in lieu of Application:
(1) A Letter of Notification may be filed with the Commission in lieu of the Application process set forth in §§ 57.71 - 57.76 for the following:
(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within the applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less."
In addition, waiver of the specific requirements of the Commission’s Transmission Line Siting Regulations, at 52 Pa. Code § 57.71 et seq., is provided for in § 57.72(e):

“(e)  
The Commission or the presiding officer may—upon the petition of any party, upon the Commission’s own motion, or upon the presiding officer’s own motion—waive one or more or all of the requirements of this subchapter.  The petition shall clearly state the requirement sought to be waived and the reasons therefore.”

The Petition states that the proposed 138/69 kV tap line is only 2.08 miles in length, which is only 404 feet longer than the length of transmission lines for which a Letter of Notification is permitted.  52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi).  Additionally, approximately 37 percent (0.76 miles) of the proposed route is situated on the Army Depot property and the proposed tap line is being constructed at the request of the Army.  

While the total length of the proposed line exceeds the two-mile standard to file a letter of notification under § 57.72(d)(1)(vi), we find that the additional length is de minimis, considering the fact that only 1.32 miles of the route are situated on lands outside the property of the Army Depot and that the Army has requested that PPL install the new double circuit tap line.

The Petition also states that the proposed transmission line will be located entirely within existing transmission line right-of-way and property of Tobyhanna Army Depot, the sole customer to be served by the line.  The only issue is whether the proposed line will “substantially alter the right-of-way.”  52 Pa. Code § 57.71(d)(1)(iii).  PPL believes that the proposed line will not have significant incremental environmental impacts on the right-of-way inasmuch as the proposed line will have the same number of structures and the span lengths will be approximately the same as those of the existing tap line.   Further, following construction of the new 138/69 kV Tap Line, the existing line will be dismantled.

Based on PPL’s description of the proposed line, we find that the new facility will not substantially alter the existing right-of-way.

The Commission has previously granted similar waivers of Section 57.72(d) of its siting regulations.  In Letter of Notification of Pennsylvania Electric Company pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) to install the East-Towanda Mansfield 115 kV Transmission Line Tap to the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Substation located in Troy Township, Bradford County, Pennsylvania (Penelec/Tennessee Gas), Docket No. A-110400F0045 (Feb. 6, 2006), the Commission granted Penelec's request for waiver of Section 57.72 of the Commission's siting regulations.  The proposed project was 2.6 miles long and was located along the rights-of-way of an existing line and across the property of the sole customer to be served by the line.  

Furthermore, in Petition for Waiver of Certain Provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission's Regulations for Commission Review of Siting and Construction of Electric Transmission Lines set forth at 52 Pa. Code § 57.71 et seq., Docket No. P-2008-2037618 (June 27, 2008), the Commission approved Penelec's request for a waiver from Section 57.72(d) of the Commission's siting regulations.  Penelec proposed to connect a new ethanol plant to the grid by extending a 115 kV transmission line.  The total length of the project was 3.9 miles.  The route for the extension would follow an existing 34.5 kV circuit for approximately 3.1 miles, after which it would require construction of 0.3 miles in new right-of-way and an additional 0.5 miles of new construction located on the ethanol plant property.  The project also required 10 to 15 feet of additional rights-of-way on both sides of the existing circuit.  The Commission noted that most of the line extension in question was located on an existing right-of-way of a 34.5 kV line and across the property of the sole customer being served by the line.  The Commission further noted that, for the most part, the extension was a rebuild of an existing line, and was not significantly longer than the two-mile standard at § 57.72(d)(l)(vi).  The Commission therefore approved Penelec's request for a waiver and ordered Penelec to file a Letter of Notification.


The Office of Consumer Advocate, Office of Trial Staff and Office of Small Business Advocate were served, but no Answers were filed.

We find PPL’s request for waiver from section 57.72(d) of the Commission’s regulations to be reasonable.  Since the proposed transmission line is only 0.08 miles longer than the two-mile limit set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) and will not substantially alter the existing right-of-way, the Petition is approved.
Conclusion.

As discussed above, we are granting PPL’s request for a waiver of the strict application of our regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) (1).  PPL may seek approval of a 138/69 kV Tap Line, as described herein, by means of a Letter of Notification in lieu of the full application process set forth in §§ 57.71 - 57.76.  However, nothing in this order should be construed as an approval of the construction of the line or a waiver of any other requirements which may apply; THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That the Petition Of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation For Waiver of Certain Provisions Of The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Regulations for Waiver of Certain Provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Regulations At 52 Pa. Code § 57.71 et seq., Regarding the Review of the Siting and Construction of a 138/69 kV Double Circuit Tap Line to Serve the United States Army Depot in Coolbaugh Township, Monroe County is hereby granted.



2. 
That 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iii) and (vi) is waived and PPL Electric Utilities Corporation may file a letter of notification in lieu of an application for authorization to construct the proposed transmission line described in the Petition.
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BY THE COMMISSION
         





Rosemary Chiavetta
           





Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  February 10, 2011
ORDER ENTERED:  February 14, 2011
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