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Letter of Notification of PECO Energy
Company filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code
Chapter 57 Subchapter G, with respect to                                                                           the Reconductoring and Reconfiguration                                             A-2010-2205696             of the Island Road-Penrose-Grays Ferry

230 kV Transmission Line located in the City                                                                    of Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, PA.

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 20, 2010, PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(iii)(v) and (vi)of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present           levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the          proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Chief Executive Officers, Boards of Supervisors and Land Use Planning Officers of the City of Philadelphia, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PECO seeks the Commission’s approval to reconductor and reconfigure, build and modify, entirely on the property of PECO and the sole customer to be served, approximately one-half (1/2) mile of 230kV transmission line located in the City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.


PECO states that this transmission line work is necessary to provide expanded electric service to the Sunoco Refinery located in the City of Philadelphia. PECO provides electric distribution service to customers, including the Sunoco Refinery, in the City of Philadelphia.  According to PECO, electric load at the Sunoco Refinery and in surrounding areas in West and South Philadelphia has grown over recent years, and is expected to continue to grow in the future.  In order to assist in serving this increasing load, PECO proposes to construct a new 230-13 kV substation within the confines of the Sunoco Refinery, to be known as the Penrose Substation.
  The Penrose Substation will primarily be comprised of two 62 MVA transformers, taking power at 230 kV from the existing transmission line that transverses the location and transforming it to 13 kV.  The Penrose Substation will be used solely to provide service to the Sunoco Refinery, although PECO has retained the right to serve other customers from the substation if future conditions warrant such use. 



PECO states that the purpose of the transmission line work that is the subject of this Letter is to electrically connect the Penrose Substation to the existing transmission grid. Doing so requires construction or reconfiguration of approximately ½ mile of transmission facilities, all located on Sunoco property or PECO property, most within the fence line of the Sunoco Refinery. 



PECO states that the general line modification needed for this project is to construct approximately ½ mile of new transmission facilities immediately adjacent to a newly-constructed substation, to connect that substation to the existing transmission grid. The location of the transmission construction is on or adjacent to a major oil refinery and a car crushing facility, and is separated from other locations by highway 1-95.  The location is industrial in nature.  The land over which the transmission facilities will be constructed is owned by either PECO or by Sunoco.



PECO states that the functional requirements of the project allow it to build in an industrial area on land owned by it or Sunoco. This transmission line work will take place on or immediately adjacent to an existing transmission line right-of-way, which has been used as a power line corridor for many years and directly next to a newly constructed substation and a major oil refinery.  Before it performs construction work, PECO will conduct an analysis of the presence /absence of wetlands for the project.  Where wetlands are identified and access is required, they will be surveyed, marked in the field, and designated on drawings.  Where access over wetlands is necessary to perform the construction work, PECO will utilize temporary mats or other approved or permitted methods to avoid damage.  As a consequence of all of these factors, the transmission line modifications proposed for approval herein will create minimal new environmental and land use impacts. 


PECO states that the design criteria used for the transmission line work described herein is set forth in the PECO's standards for transmission line construction. These design criteria meet or exceed the requirements of the National Electrical Safety Code ("NESC").  Furthermore, PECO will construct, operate and maintain the transmission facilities in a manner that satisfies or surpasses NESC standards.  The proposed project will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety. 


PECO states that the total cost for the transmission line work associated with the project is estimated to be $4,714,000.  This project has a needed in-service date of June 1, 2011, in order to be available to serve peak load in the summer of 2013.  In order to meet this in-service date, PECO needs to commence construction in January 2011. 


Upon review, the Commission finds that the PECO’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iii)(v) and (vi) because the line which is less than 2 miles long, is being reconfigured entirely on property owned by PECO or Sunoco, and the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line will not substantially alter the right-of-way of the existing HV line associated with the project.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PECO Energy Company for the Island Road-Penrose-Grays Ferry 230 kV Transmission Line located in the City of Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, PA, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

 (SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: February 24, 2011
ORDER ENTERED: February 25, 2011
� PECO is not seeking Commission approval for the construction of Penrose Substation. Pursuant to Section 619 of the Municipalities Planning Code, Commission approval is required only when a public utility building is being constructed and certain local zoning approvals have not been or cannot be obtained. For the Penrose Substation, PECO is working with the City of Philadelphia to obtain any necessary approvals.
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