BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Shane and Melissa Elison


:







:



v.

 

:

C-2010-2175673







:



Pennsylvania American Water Company
:

ORDER GRANTING REQUEST TO EXTEND TIME TO CONDUCT SETTLEMENT DISCUSSIONS AND DISCOVERY 
On December 15, 2010, I issued Prehearing Order #2.  Prehearing Order #2 established a discovery schedule and directed the parties to notify me in writing within 90 days of the date of the order whether further action in the matter was required. 
On March 15, 2011, Pennsylvania American Water Company (Respondent) filed a status report with the consent of and on behalf of the other parties to this proceeding.  The status report states that the parties are engaged in settlement discussions and are exchanging proposals.  The status report also indicates that discovery among the parties is ongoing.  The status report asserts that a reasonable settlement may be reached.  The status report requests that I postpone further action in this case an additional sixty days to allow the parties the opportunity for further settlement discussions.
The parties’ allegations constitute good cause for modifying Prehearing Order #2, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§1.15 and 5.223(a).  The parties have indicated that they may reach a settlement in this case and Commission policy promotes settlements.  52 Pa. Code §5.231(a)  I will therefore grant the parties’ request.
ORDER



THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the joint request in the status report to extend the time to conduct discovery and exchange settlement proposals is granted.



2.
 That paragraph 2 of Prehearing Order #2, issued December 15, 2010, is modified so that the parties shall notify me in writing on or before May 16, 2011 whether further action on the above-captioned matter is required.


3.
That except as modified in paragraph 2 above, Prehearing Order #2, issued December 15, 2010, remains in full force and effect. 

Date: March 16, 2011




____________________________________








David A. Salapa







Administrative Law Judge
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