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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On March 26, 2008, PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(i), (iii)(iv) and (v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation. Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

    (i)   An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

          Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

          configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
     right-of-way.

         (ii)   An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing 

      transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present  

        levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

        HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

      (v)   An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with

Section 57.72(d)(3), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Montgomery and Bucks Counties, Zoning Boards of Horsham, Montgomery and Warrington Townships, Montgomery and Bucks Counties Planning Commissions, Boards of Commissioners of Montgomery and Bucks Counties, Boards of Supervisors of Horsham, Montgomery and Warrington Townships, and others. No protests were filed. No hearings were held.

PECO seeks Commission’s approval to reconductor and reconstruct, build and modify, entirely on an existing right-of-way and fee-owned land, approximately     5.73 miles of the Hartman-Warrington 230 kV transmission line located in Horsham and Montgomery Townships, Montgomery County and Warrington Township, Bucks County, Pa.
PECO states that the transmission line work is necessary to maintain and improve the reliability of the interstate transmission grid.  The need for transmission line modifications was identified in the 2005 Baseline Regional Transmission Planning (“RTEP”) Report prepared for the PJM Interconnection LLC (“PJM”), and in subsequent interactions with PJM.  PJM’s 2005 Baseline RTEP Report identified that PECO’s 500/230 kV transformers #1 and #3, located at its Whitpain Substation, would be overloaded by summer of 2010.  PJM and PECO agreed that this reliability need would be satisfied by construction of a new 500/230 kV substation and reconductoring of five existing lines including the Hartman-Warrington 230 kV line. 
PECO states that the portion of the Hartman-Warrington 230 kV line that will be reconductored is approximately 5.73 miles long.  The project will be comprised of, and be limited to, replacing of existing conductors with new ones that have higher electrical capacity (reconductoring) and the potential replacement of one or more static wires with new wires containing fiber optic elements to serve as communications channels for line protection and control.  Due to improvements in conductor technology, the new conductors-even though they have greater electrical capacity- are similar in size, weight and appearance to the existing conductors.  Therefore, the post-construction facilities will visually be nearly identical to the existing facilities.  PECO states that it will use existing transmission towers to the maximum extent practicable, and presently does not foresee the need to install new transmission towers.  Further, the transmission line work will take place on existing transmission line rights-of-way, which have been used as power line corridors for many years.
PECO states that the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC”) standards and all applicable legal requirements. The proposed project will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.   

PECO states that the proposed project will not substantially alter the rights-of-way on which the lines are located.  No railroads, communication towers, pipelines or other utilities will be affected by the proposed project.  Because the project involves the reconductoring of existing transmission facilities, PECO has concluded that the proposed modifications will have no impact on any airports, historical or archeological sites.
PECO states that the proposed project will have no significant environmental impacts.   No unique geological, scenic or natural areas will be affected.  All permits required for the construction and operation of this project will be obtained.
The project is expected to start by September 2009 in order to meet a required in-service date of June 1, 2011.

The formal PECO Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72. Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the Letter of Notification filed by PECO Energy Company regarding the reconductoring of the Hartman-Warrington 230 kV Transmission Line in Horsham and Montgomery Townships, Montgomery County, and Warrington Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania,  is hereby approved.

BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary
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