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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


May 5, 2011
C-2011-2237486
TO ALL PARTIES
In re:
A. Edward Schwartz

V.

Canadian Pacific Railroad and

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

To Whom It May Concern:


At a location where State Route 4009 crosses, above grade, the track of Canadian Pacific Railroad in LaPlume Township, Lackawanna County.



By informal complaint filed March 29, 2011, A Edward Schwartz, notified the Commission that he believes the above subject bridge is unsafe and in disrepair.  Furthermore a large hole has developed in the deck of the bridge.



A field investigation and conference, arranged by a Commission staff engineer and held at the site of the crossing on April 6, 2011, was attended by representatives of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Canadian Pacific Railroad, LaPlume Township, A. Edward Schwartz and State Representative Sid Michaels Kavulich office.


At the field conference it was noted that the subject bridge is a single span, concrete open-spandrel bridge supported by concrete abutments.  A two lane bituminous roadway with gravel shoulders is carried across the bridge.  A large hole has developed along the north shoulder along the concrete parapet at mid span.  The concrete exhibited deterioration, spalling and exposed rebar.  No party acknowledged responsibilities for maintenance of the structure.  Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department) upon request of the Commission’s engineer agreed to place a steel plate over the hole in the interest of the public safety.  The Department also acknowledged that the bridge is being inspected in accordance with National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS).  The approach roadways to the subject bridge are currently posted for a ten (10) ton limit.



A formal complaint was filed by A. Edward Schwartz on April 15, 2011. 



By electronic mail received April 15, 2011, the Department acknowledged that it has placed a steel plate covering the hole on April 8, 2011.



The Commission issues this Secretarial Letter in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code and determine that a hearing should be held to determine the condition for the subject bridge, the future disposition of it and to determine the party or parties responsible for the construction of any improvements and any required maintenance at the crossing; THEREFORE:
1. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Canadian Pacific Railroad, LaPlume Township, Lackawanna County, A. Edward Schwartz, State Representative Sid Michaels Kavulich, Frontier Communications and PPL Electric Utilities Corporation are made parties hereto.
2. The action taken by Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, to cover the hole with a steel plate is hereby affirmed and Pennsylvania Department of Transportation maintain the plate, at its initial cost and expense.
3. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, within thirty (30) days from the service of this order, submit to Canadian Pacific Railroad, LaPlume Township, Lackawanna County and this Commission, the most recent in-depth bridge inspection report, including a load rating analysis of the subject bridge.
4. A copy of this Secretarial Letter be served on each party named in numbered Paragraph 1, and that this proceeding be set for a hearing at a time and place assigned by this Commission, on due notice to the parties hereto, to receive testimony and evidence to the matters involved.
If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.
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Very truly yours,





Rosemary Chiavetta




Secretary
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