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Commissioners Present:

Robert F. Powelson, Chairman

John F. Coleman, Jr. Vice Chairman
      Tyrone J. Christy 

Wayne E. Gardner 

James H. Cawley
Letter of Notification of PPL Electric

Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to

52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G,                                              A-2010-2216136
with respect to the First Quality #4 
138/69 kV Tap Line in Wayne Township, 
Clinton County, Pennsylvania.

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On December 17, 2010, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.
(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v)  An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)   An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Clinton County Commissioners, Clinton County Planning Commission, Clinton County Economic Partnership, Wayne Township, Wayne Township Planning Commission, and First Quality Hygienic, Inc.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.   


PPL Electric seeks Commission’s approval for the construction of an extension of First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line to a new substation of First Quality Products ("First Quality") at its facility in McElhattan, Pennsylvania.   The extension will require approximately 168 feet of new 138/69 kV kV transmission line to be constructed in Wayne Township, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.


According to PPL Electric, First Quality Products plans to build a new substation.  First Quality is a diversified family of companies with more than 3,000 employees.  First Quality Products facility is located adjacent to the Lycoming - Lock Haven #3 69 kV transmission line and the Lycoming - Lock Haven #4 138/69 kV transmission line in the town of McElhattan, Wayne Township, Clinton County. 

 

PPL Electric states that the new substation will take service from the existing Lycoming - Lock Haven #3 69 kV transmission line and the Lycoming - Lock Haven #4 138/69 kV transmission line via two short transmission tap lines.  The two new tap lines will be named the First Quality #3 69 kV Tap Line and the First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line extension.  PPL Electric does not seek Commission approval to construct the First Quality #3 69 kV Tap Line because it will not be constructed to operate at a voltage greater than 100 kV.  The line will be built for 69 kV only and is not designed for 138-kV operation.  The First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line extension will simply extend the pre-existing tap line from the present First Quality substation to the new substation.  In this application, PPL Electric seeks Commission approval to construct the First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line extension. 



The proposed First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line extension which will require the construction of approximately 168 feet of new 138/69 kV  line, will connect the existing Lycoming - Lock Haven #4 138/69 kV Line to First Quality's new substation. 

Presently, the First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line connects First Quality's present substation to PPL Electric's grid.  First Quality is replacing and abandoning the present substation because it no longer meets First Quality's needs.  The new substation will be located adjacent to the present substation.  The purpose of the proposed construction is to connect the new customer-owned substation to the PPL Electric transmission grid. 



PPL Electric states that the proposed First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line extension will require two light duty steel poles and associated spans of transmission conductor.  The poles will be secured with anchor guys.  The proposed First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line extension will consist of three power conductors and one overhead ground wire.  The power conductors will be 556.5 kcmil (thousands of circular mils)
 24/7 strand ACSR (Aluminum conductor steel reinforced).  The overhead ground wire will be 3/8- inch steel and will provide lightning protection for the proposed tap line.


PPL Electric states that the proposed First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line requires two right-of-way agreements which PPL Electric has signed with both property owners.  Further, the proposed First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line extension will have few incremental land use impacts.  The entire line is located within an existing industrial site.  The nearest residence is approximately 500 feet away and will not be impacted since the proposed line is dwarfed by the First Quality facilities at this location. PPL Electric anticipates that the visual impacts of the project will be minimal, based on the industrial nature of the area and the larger adjacent industrial facilities. 


The estimated cost to design and construct the tap is $260,000, and it will be paid entirely by First Quality.  Although PPL Electric requested expedited consideration in this matter in order to meet the in-service date of March 2011, which corresponds with the completion of the new First Quality substation, the target date could not be met due to PPL Electric’s inability to obtain the required right-of-way agreements on time.


PPL Electric states that the proposed First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line Tap will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.



PPL Electric states that the proposed First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line was reviewed with representatives of Wayne Township and Clinton County.  The Township and the County have no objection to the proposed First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line.
Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line project will be less than two miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the First Quality #4 138/69 kV Tap Line in Wayne Township, Clinton County, PA, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary
(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED: May 5, 2011
ORDER ENTERED: May 5, 2011
� A circular mil is the cross-sectional area of a wire one mil in diameter, where 1 kcmil = 0.5067 mm.2
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