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ORDER
A-2008-2075123

Application of Norfolk Southern Railway Company for the approval to abolish and replace with a one lane roadway on fill at a public above-grade crossing where High Street crosses over the track of Norfolk Southern Railway Company in The City of Bethlehem, Northampton County; and the allocation of costs incident thereto.

BY THE COMMISSION:



At a location in the City of Bethlehem, Northampton County, High Street crosses over an abandon track of Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NS).



At a prehearing conference held June 21, 2011 before a Commission Administrative Law Judge, the parties were notified by the City of Bethlehem (City) that the bridge was closed, due to the findings of a recent bridge inspection.  


By letter received June 23, 2011, the City reaffirmed the closing of the bridge, stating the bridge was closed June 16, 2011 based on the inspection and recommendations of the engineering consulting firm performing the inspection together with Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  Critical deterioration on the east abutment dictated the closure of the bridge. 


Upon full consideration of the matters involved, we will affirm the City’s action to close the bridge to all vehicular traffic.  The Commission issues this order in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code and finds that the alteration of the crossing is necessary and proper for the service, accommodation, convenience or safety of the public; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1. The action taken by The City of Bethlehem to close the bridge carrying High Street over and above the grade of the abandon track of Norfolk Southern Railway Company in The City of Bethlehem, Northampton County, be and is hereby affirmed.

2. City of Bethlehem, at its initial cost and expense, shall furnish all material and perform all work necessary to erect and maintain barricades, fencing, signs or any measures at each end of the bridge to effectively close the bridge to use of all vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
3. City of Bethlehem, at its initial cost and expense, shall furnish all material and perform all work necessary to establish and maintain any detours or traffic controls that may be require to accommodate highway traffic.
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BY THE COMMISSION

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL)
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