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Application of Kevin R. & Sheri D. Bippus
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Copartners d/b/a, Expressions Limousine of



A‑00116363
Lancaster, for the additional right to transport, 
as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons 
in airport transfer service, from points in the 
counties of Lancaster, Lebanon, Berks, Dauphin, 
York, and Cumberland to the Philadelphia 
International Airport, Harrisburg International 
Airport, Lehigh Valley International Airport, 
and Lancaster Airport.
O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed March 23, 2011.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of April 23, 2011, with protests due by May 9, 2011.  No protests were filed.  Applicants submitted a Verified Statement of Applicants with the application.  By correspondence dated May 10, 2011, Applicants were advised that they were required to provide an updated Verified Statement of the Applicants.  Said statements were due by June 10, 2011, and were received May 18, 2011.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.  The record consists of the application and the Applicants’ Verified Statement, and five Verified Statements in Support.  The now unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing. 

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Kevin R. & Sheri D. Bippus, Copartners d/b/a Expressions Limousine of Lancaster (Applicants) seek the additional right to transport persons in airport transfer service from points in the counties of Lancaster, Lebanon, Berks, Dauphin, York, and Cumberland to the Philadelphia International Airport, Harrisburg International Airport, Lehigh Valley International Airport, and Lancaster Airport.  Applicants currently hold limousine, group and party 11 to 15, and group and party 16+ authorities at Docket No. A‑00116363.  


Kevin R. & Sheri D. Bippus are the owners of Expressions Limousine of Lancaster which is a currently established company and the instant application brings no significant changes – the Applicants are seeking to expand their transportation business to include airport transfer service.  The hours of operation are 24 hours a day.  Requests for service are received via telephone, text message, or email.  The vehicles will be dispatched from their facilities located at 107 Buchland Road, Ephrata, Lancaster County.  Maintenance and business records are kept in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Commission at this location.  




Applicants currently employ three fulltime and nine part time drivers.  Drivers must submit their three year driving history and criminal background check with their initial application.  Applicants provide a two hour classroom “Chauffer training” and an additional three hours of driving skills training review.  Driver license checks are performed annually.  Files are maintained to ensure employees have periodic background and license checks.  Drivers must also pass a drug and alcohol screening.  Applicants enforce a zero tolerance policy regarding drug and alcohol use.  


Applicants will utilize the vehicles they currently use for their existing authorities.  Applicants currently have insurance on their vehicles through Lancer Insurance Company; however, they are advised that they must file a new Form E, as evidence of bodily injury property damage insurance, to cover the additional authority requested herein.  The vehicles are maintained by a mechanic on site.  Annual inspections and emissions inspections are performed.  Records regarding vehicle maintenance are maintained in Applicants’ office to ensure that all maintenance, proper tests and paperwork are performed in a timely manner.  


Applicants strive to maintain the highest level of customer service.  If the Applicants receive a complaint, they attempt to resolve the complaint mutually between both parties.  



Applicants’ most current balance sheet dated May 19, 2011, shows current assets of $27,819 which consists of cash, total assets of $810,658, and liabilities of $128,328, resulting in a net worth of $682,330.    


In addition to technical and financial fitness, it is necessary to determine the Applicants’ compliance record with respect to the Commission’s regulations.  A review of the Commission’s records revealed that Applicants have had minimal complaints over a 12 year period.  



Act 94 of 2004 transferred regulatory oversight of Philadelphia Medallion taxicabs and various other types of passenger carriers serving Philadelphia, from this Commission to the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  Act 94 was effective on April 10, 2005.  The Applicant has applied for authority, part of which now falls under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  The Commission does not have jurisdiction to approve that part of the Applicant’s requested authority that includes service now regulated by the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  Therefore, only the service regulated by the Commission is approved.  The Applicant must apply with the Philadelphia Parking Authority to provide service from any airport located in whole or in part in Philadelphia.  



We advise the Applicants of the obligation to become familiar with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a motor carrier as authorized by this grant of authority.  Failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of authority.  Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code may be accessed on the World Wide Web at www.pacode.com.   



After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicants seek the additional right to provide airport transfer service from the counties of Lancaster, Lebanon, Berks, Dauphin, York, and Cumberland to the Philadelphia International Airport, Harrisburg International Airport, Lehigh Valley International Airport, and Lancaster Airport.    
2. Applicant is supported by five parties.


3.
Applicants have the capital, equipment, facilities, expertise, experience, ability and fitness necessary to render the service.  


4.
The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service.  


5.
Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:  That the application, be and is hereby approved granting the following right:  



To transport as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons in airport transfer service, from the counties of Lancaster, Lebanon, Berks, Dauphin, York, and Cumberland to the Philadelphia International Airport, Harrisburg International Airport, Lehigh Valley International Airport, and Lancaster Airport.  


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the Applicants shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the Applicants have received a certificate of public convenience from the Commission.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:



1.  
An acceptable Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.



2.  
An acceptable tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the Applicants, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate of public convenience shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said Applicants have not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  
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BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:   June 30, 2011
ORDER ENTERED:   July 6, 2011
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