BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION




	Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Pennsylvania Telephone Association

v.

Verizon North LLC



	
	R-2011-2234462; C-2011-2237496


	Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Pennsylvania Telephone Association

v.

Verizon Pennsylvania Inc.

	
	R-2011-2234464; C-2011-2237456





SECOND PREHEARING ORDER


		In accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa. Code § 5.483, the purpose of this Order is to confirm certain agreements among the parties, the Pennsylvania Telephone Association (PTA) Verizon North LLC and Verizon Pennsylvania Inc. (the Verizon Companies) and related rulings made during the prehearing conference in this case on Wednesday, June 29, 2011.   That hearing was convened to identify and resolve any procedural issues raised to this point, to identify any discovery issues, to establish any modification of the Commission’s discovery rules that may be appropriate in this matter, and to develop a procedural schedule.  In issuing this Order I note, once again, that in its Order of May 19, 2011, the Commission also set this matter for alternative dispute resolution with Commission Mediator Herbert Nurick.  I repeat my hope that the parties will be successful in their mediation discussions.

		As a result of the prehearing conference, the following points have been agreed upon:

A.	PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

The following schedule was agreed to by the parties:

July 11, 2011 	Verizon Companies Direct Testimony

August 1, 2011	Rebuttal Testimony

August 8, 2011 	Surrebuttal Testimony

August 12, 2011	Evidentiary Hearings, including limited oral rejoinder on Surrebuttal testimony  (Harrisburg)

August 24, 2011	Main Briefs Due

September 7, 2011	Reply Briefs Due

October 7, 2011	Recommended Decision
	
		All dates are “in hand” delivery dates, though electronic mail distribution is acceptable with follow-up paper copies by first class mail.

B.	REVISED RULES/DISCOVERY

That the Commission’s regulations regarding discovery at 52 Pa. Code § 5.342 are modified as follows:

a.	Answers and objections to interrogatories, document requests or requests for admission are all due within seven (7) calendar days of service.  

b.	Interrogatories served after 12 p.m. on a Friday or a day before a holiday will be deemed served on the next business day.

C.	CONSOLIDATION

		In its Prehearing memoranda, the Verizon Companies agreed that the above captioned cases should be consolidated, and the PTA has not objected to that consolidation.

		The Commission’s regulation pertaining to Consolidation appears at 52 Pa. Code § 5.81, and states in relevant part:

§ 5.81. Consolidation

(a)	The Commission or presiding officer, with or without motion, may order proceedings involving a common question of law or fact to be consolidated. The Commission or presiding officer may make orders concerning the conduct of the proceeding as may avoid unnecessary costs or delay.


		The question of consolidation is clearly left to the sound discretion of the Commission or presiding officer.

In the cases now before us, the above-captioned proceedings are interrelated and raise common issues of law and fact.  Further, the parties in both proceedings are identical.  Because the disposition of each of these matters is interrelated, the consolidation of these proceedings will promote the efficient use of the time and resources of the parties and the Commission.  Consolidation of these cases will not unduly delay the resolution of either of them.  They will be heard, briefed, and decided together.  Consolidation for hearing, briefing, and adjudication is warranted and is in the public interest, the interest of the parties and the interest of the Commission.

D.	PROTECTIVE ORDER

		At the prehearing conference, the parties presented and executed a Protective Order.  That Protective Order has been signed by the Presiding Officer, and copies will be sent to the parties under separate cover.

E.	SERVICE LIST

The following have been designated to receive all documents from the Presiding Officer:

Suzan D. Paiva, Esq.			Verizon Companies
suzan.d.paiva@verizon.com


Norman J. Kennard, Esquire		Pennsylvania Telephone Association
nkennard@thomaslonglaw.com


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the procedural schedule set forth in this Order is adopted.

2.	That the proceedings at Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission and Pennsylvania Telephone Association v. Verizon North LLC, Docket Nos. R-2011-2234462; C-2011-2237496, and Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission and Pennsylvania Telephone Association v. Verizon Pennsylvania Inc., Docket Nos. R-2011-2234464; C-2011-2237456 are hereby consolidated.
	
	
	


3.	That following individuals are designated to receive service of documents from the undersigned for themselves or for their respective clients:

Suzan D. Paiva, Esq.			Verizon Companies
suzan.d.paiva@verizon.com


Norman J. Kennard, Esquire		Pennsylvania Telephone Association
nkennard@thomaslonglaw.com


4.	That the revised rules of discovery set forth in this Order are adopted.

5.	That a formal hearing in this matter shall be scheduled for August 12, 2011, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

6.	That the request for the issuance of a Protective Order by the Verizon Companies and agreed to by the Pennsylvania Telephone Association is granted.


Date:	July 8, 2011 										
						Dennis J. Buckley
						Administrative Law Judge
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