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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 




A-2011-2233203
Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to 52 
Pa. Code Chapter 57 with respect to the





relocation of a portion of the West

Hempfield-Manor #2 230kV Transmission
Line in Manor Township, Lancaster County

Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On March 25, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Lancaster County Board of Commissioners, Lancaster County Planning Commission, Lancaster Solid Waste Management Authority and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service, including township supervisors and planning commissions.  The proposed relocation was reviewed with representatives of Manor Township and Lancaster County, and neither the Township nor the County has any objection.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval for the relocation of a portion of the West Hempfield - Manor #2 230kV Transmission Line in Manor Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.



PPL Electric states that Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority (“LCSWMA”) has requested that PPL Electric relocate a section of the existing West Hempfield-Manor #2 230 kV Transmission Line to the western end of its property in York County.  The proposed relocation of the line will involve the reconstruction of a 1.2 mile section of the line that presently runs through property owned by the LCSWMA and PPL Electric.  The purpose of the reconstruction is to allow the LCSWMA to expand its landfill.  The relocation will not change the functionality of the transmission line.  


The relocated line will be supported by single-shaft steel poles equipped with upswept steel arms.  All poles will be angle tension structures and placed on concrete foundations.  The existing lattice towers are 85 feet high with an average span of 1,400 feet between towers.  Altogether, this project requires six (6) new poles with heights ranging between 90 and 115 feet and an average span length of 1,100 feet.  The relocated portion of the line will be designed and constructed for a single circuit.  


PPL Electric states that the proposed line relocation will be constructed entirely on land owned by the LCSWMA, except for a small area on the northwest end of the line that is owned by PPL Electric.  This small area is the connection point of the proposed new route to the existing transmission line.  PPL will continue to own this land.  LCSWMA has agreed to convey to PPL Electric a right-of-way and easement 150 feet wide, which is appropriate for the line.  PPL Electric states that since the line relocation will be in an area where there is a landfill and a pre-existing large transmission line, the proposed construction will have minimal incremental impacts on the area.  In addition, the undulating terrain and vegetation will screen the facilities.    



The existing line is run on land presently owned in fee by PPL Electric.  It is a strip of land that was acquired to host the transmission line and that land includes three separately-deeded tracts and totals 11 acres.  This land will be sold to LCSWMA for its fair market price, which is in the process of being determined by an appraisal professional.  Prior to the land transfer, PPL Electric is advised to make proper application to the Commission for review.  


The relocated transmission line will consist of three 795 KCMIL 30/19 stranding ACSR power conductors.  Lightning protection will be provided by two .5 inch diameter high strength steel overhead ground wires.  



PPL Electric states that the purpose of the relocation project is to allow LCSWMA to complete a soil borrow project within the established timeframe due to a community agreement and the need for soil at the Frey Fill Landfill.  The proposed relocation will not change the functionality of the transmission system.       


PPL Electric states that the relocation of the transmission line will have only minimal impacts on the natural and human environments.  The proposed line will not cross any wetlands, but will cross one stream, Manns Run, three times.  The permit for the stream crossing is already obtained and PPL Electric states that they will comply with conditions of the permit.  


Tree clearing is required along three quarters of the proposed relocated line.  PPL Electric will apply its “Specifications for Initial Clearing and Control of Vegetation on or Adjacent to Electric Right-of-Way through use of Herbicides, Mechanical and Hand Clearing Techniques” while clearing this area.



The project was reviewed by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) and it was determined there is a high probability of the presence of prehistoric artifact material.  As a result, LCSWMA entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with PHMC to complete a Phase I Archeological Survey and avoid, minimize and/or mitigate impacts on archeological resources.  The result of the Survey showed no archeological resources were found and no additional testing is warranted.  However, additional testing by LCSWMA is requested for the landfill expansion.
 LCSWMA has consulted with state and federal agencies to obtain information regarding endangered and threatened species in close proximity to the proposed relocation of the West Hempfield – Manor #2 line.  LCSWMA states that it has conducted required surveys and found that species of interest were not present in the proposed route.     



PPL Electric states that the proposed relocation of the West Hempfield- Manor #2 230kV Transmission Line will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the health and safety of persons in its vicinity.  The line will be designed, relocated, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  


Estimated cost to design and construct the proposed relocation is $1,500,000.  The cost of the project will be borne entirely by LCSWMA.  Construction is proposed to commence in the Fall of 2011 in order to meet the required in service date of Fall 2012, pending approvals.




Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the portion of the West Hempfield-Manor Transmission Line to be relocated is less than two (2) miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the West Hempfield – Manor #2 230 kV Transmission Line in Manor Township, Lancaster County, PA, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: July 14, 2011
ORDER ENTERED:  July 18, 2011
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