BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Catherine Dickson					:
								:
	v.	:	C-2010-2180253
		:
PECO Energy Company				:
								:



ORDER GRANTING COMPLAINANT’S MOTION FOR 
CONTINUANCE OF HEARING

Before
David A. Alexander
Special Agent

HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDING


By Telephone Hearing Notice dated June 1, 2011, the above captioned case was assigned to me and an Initial Telephone Hearing was scheduled for Tuesday, August 2, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.

At approximately 9:30 a.m. on the morning of the telephonic hearing, the Complainant’s estranged husband Howard Dickson contacted the undersigned and requested that he be allowed to represent the Complainant in the above identified matter.[footnoteRef:1]  Mr. Dickson, upon questioning by the presiding officer, stated that he is not currently residing at the service address (148 Preston Drive, Lincoln University, PA 19352) nor is he a licensed attorney in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or any other state in the United States. Consequently his request to legally represent his estranged wife was denied.  At the time of the scheduled hearing, I contacted the parties involved.  It was at that time that Ms.  Dickson made the request to continue the hearing so she could secure legal representation.  Counsel for Respondent, Tishekia Williams Esq. voiced her opposition to the request.  Although the Complaint was filed on or about May 24, 2010, and the Complainant has had approximately 14 months to secure legal representation in that time frame, I conclude that the Motion for Continuance of Hearing is reasonable, 52 PA. Code § 1.15, and I will grant the Motion in order for Ms. Dickson to secure legal representation.[footnoteRef:2]    [1:   	Complainant sent a facsimile to the Office of Administrative Law Judge and to the undersigned, dated July 26, 2011, which requested that her estranged husband be allowed to represent her at the scheduled hearing. ]  [2:  	 Ms. Dickson informed the undersigned and counsel for Respondent that at the time the Prehearing Notice was mailed to her (which outlined the procedures for obtaining a continuation of the hearing) that she was in the hospital and as a result was unaware of the time frame for requesting a continuance.   ] 


The Complainant is hereby directed to secure legal representation at her earliest convenience.  Once legal counsel is obtained, Ms. Dickson is hereby directed to have her attorney file a Notice of Appearance with Secretary’s Office of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission by no later than 12 noon, Friday, September 2, 2011.  The Notice of Appearance must adhere to the provision of the Public Utility Code 52 Pa. Code  §§ 1.21-1.25. 

A Hearing Cancellation/Reschedule Hearing Notice confirming a new hearing date will follow shortly.

THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That Catherine Dickson’ Motion for Continuance of Hearing on the matter of Catherine Dickson v. PECO Energy Company, Docket No. C-2010-2180253 is granted.

2.	Legal Counsel for the Complainant, Catherine Dickson must file    a Notice of Appearance with Secretary’s Office of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission by no later than 12 noon, Friday, September 2, 2011.  The Notice of Appearance must adhere to the provision of the Public Utility Code 52 Pa. Code            §§ 1.21-1.25.  
3.	Hearing Cancellation/Reschedule Notice confirming a new hearing date will be issued under separate cover.


Dated: August 3, 2011			________________________________
						David A. Alexander
						Special Agent
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EXELON BUSINESS SERVICES COMPANY
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