BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
Cassie Wright

:







:


v.





:

C-2011-2235720








:

PECO Energy Company



:

Cassie Wright

:



:


v.





:

C-2011-2244487








:

PECO Energy Company



:

ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE
On June 20, 2011, PECO Energy Company (PECO or Respondent) filed a Motion to Consolidate (Motion), pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§5.81 and 5.103, with a twenty (20) day Notice to Plead directed to the Complainant.  In accordance with 52 Pa. Code §§1.56(b) and 5.103(c), the Complainant had until July 14, 2011 in which to file an answer or objection to the Motion.  To my knowledge, no response has yet been filed and the time for answering has expired.  I was assigned to these cases on August 3, 2011, to resolve this Motion and further issues which may arise during the preliminary phase of these proceedings.
The criteria for consolidation are set forth at 52 Pa. Code §5.81 of the Commission’s procedural regulations.  Therein, the Commission or presiding officer, with or without motion, may order proceedings involving common questions of law or fact to be consolidated and may make orders concerning the conduct of the proceeding as may avoid unnecessary costs or delay.  
Upon consideration of Respondent’s Motion, I agree that the two Complaints should be consolidated.  Both Complaints involve common questions of law and fact regarding allegations of inadequacy of PECO’s utility facilities.  In addition, both Complaints request identical relief in the form of a payment agreement, although the later Complaint at Docket No. C-2011-2244487 further requests that PECO resolve the power line issue.  While the Complaint at Docket No. C-2011-2235720 also alleges unreasonable service based upon incorrect CAP information, there is sufficient commonality of factual issues to consolidate the cases; thereby promoting administrative and judicial efficiency and avoiding potentially inconsistent results.  
THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the Motion to Consolidate of PECO Energy Company is hereby granted.  


2.
That the Formal Complaints of Cassie Wright at Docket Nos. C-2011-2235720 and C-2011-2244487 are consolidated for purposes of hearing and decision, and the case caption is modified accordingly.



3.
That a hearing on these consolidated cases be scheduled and that the parties be notified of the day, date, time and location of the hearing.
Date:
August 5, 2011



________________________________








Kandace F. Melillo








Administrative Law Judge
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