PENNSYLVANIA

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265


          Public Meeting held August 25, 2011
Commissioners Present:

Robert F. Powelson, Chairman

John F. Coleman, Jr., Vice Chairman
      Wayne E. Gardner


James H. Cawley
      Pamela A. Witmer
Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 




A-2011-2239171
Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to 52 
Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, with respect 
to the Elroy-Hatfield #1 & #2 138/69 kV 
Transmission Lines in Hatfield and Franconia

Townships, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On April 29, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  On October 25, 2010, PPL Electric petitioned this Commission for a waiver of certain provisions of the siting regulations in order to file this LON in lieu of an Application.  The use of an LON for this project was approved at Docket No. P-2010-2206466, Order entered February 14, 2011, which granted the waiver since the proposed transmission line is only 160 feet longer than the two-mile limit set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(vi) and will not substantially alter the existing right-of-way.  The Order approving the Petition waived 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(iii) and (vi).
Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Montgomery County Commissioners, Montgomery County Planning Commission, Franconia Township, Hatfield Township, Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (“SEPTA”) and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service, including township supervisors and planning commissions.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval to construct the Elroy-Hatfield #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line in Franconia and Hatfield Townships, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.  The proposed line will exit the existing Elroy 500-138-69 kV Substation and will extend approximately 2.03 miles to the existing Buxmont-Hatfield #3 & #4 138/69 kV Transmission Line, just north of the existing Hatfield 69-12 kV Substation.  PPL requires the new transmission line in order to increase the reliability of service to approximately 33,000 customers in Bucks and Montgomery Counties.  The proposed line will be designed and constructed for a double 138 kV circuit operation, but will initially operate at 69 kV.


PPL Electric concurrently filed, on April 29, 2011, a separate LON with this Commission at Docket No. A-2011-2239180 regarding a proposed 500kV Transmission Line between PECO’s Elroy 500 kV switchyard and PPL Electric’s 500-138-69 kV Elroy Substation.  Although the two projects both involve the PPL Electric’s 500-138-69 kV Elroy Substation, they have different purposes.  The purpose of the Elroy-Hatfield Transmission Line is to relieve load on the 138/69 kV transmission lines in the area.  The purpose of the 500 kV Elroy Tie Line is to supply an additional transformer at the 500-138-69 kV Elroy Substation in order to relieve load on the transformers presently in service at the substation.  The two projects are proposed to be constructed at the same time.  


PPL Electric states that by the summer of 2013, certain facilities in Montgomery and Bucks Counties will no longer meet the standard set forth in PPL Electric’s Reliability Principals and Practices (“RP&P”).  PPL established the RP&P standards to guide its planning process and to establish standard for its transmission and distribution system which enable it to provide safe and reliable service at a reasonable cost.  The Buxmont-Elroy #1 & #2 69 kV lines and the Buxmont-Hatfield #3 & #4 69 kV lines are networked together in order to allow for a load transfer between the lines for load restoration in the event either line experiences an interruption.  Due to the fact that these lines are heavily loaded in the summer, by 2013 the load will not be able to be transferred from one line to another for load relief during planned or unplanned outages.  Constructing the new Elroy-Hatfield #1 & #2 69 kV transmission line from Elroy, and re-sectionalizing the circuits, will relieve the Buxmont-Elroy #1 & #2 and Buxmont-Hatfield #3 & #4 69 kV lines.  These reinforcements will eliminate transmission line capacity constraints to the 33,000 customers served from these electric facilities.  


The proposed transmission line will be supported by approximately 27 steel monopoles, on concrete foundations or direct embedded, with an average height of approximately 85 feet and an average span of 450 feet.  The transmission line will consist of six power conductors and one overhead ground wire.  Power conductors will be 556.5kcmil, 24/7 strand ACSR.  Lightning protection will be provided by the .562 inch optical ground wire.  Additionally, two self supporting high-low tap poles will be placed near the connection point at the Hatfield Substation end of the line.  The tap poles, which will likely be placed on concrete foundations, will be used to tie the proposed line into the existing Buxmont-Hatfield #3 & #4 lines and are designed at different heights, approximately 105 feet and 65 feet, in order to allow clearance for one circuit to pass over the other at the “T” point where the lines intersect.  In addition, five new load sectionalizing air brake switches (“LSABs”) and associated poles will be added on the existing transmission lines located near the Elroy and Hatfield substations to sectionalize the lines in this area.


The proposed Elroy-Hatfield Transmission line will be constructed entirely in an existing utility corridor.  This corridor includes property owned in fee by PPL Electric, rights-of-way owned by PPL Electric, property owned in fee by PECO and rights-of-way owned by PECO.  No additional rights-of-way are required.  PPL Electric has entered into an agreement with PECO under which PPL Electric is permitted to occupy PECO’s land and rights-of-way in the utility corridor.  



PPL Electric states that the proposed Elroy-Hatfield Transmission Line will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The line will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable NESC minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  


The project was reviewed by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) and it was determined there are no anticipated impacts to the National Register eligible or listed historic sites or to archeological sites.     
PPL Electric has consulted with state and federal agencies to obtain information regarding endangered and threatened species in close proximity to the proposed Elroy-Hatfield Transmission Line.  A review indicated that the project will have no impact on threatened and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources.
The Elroy-Hatfield#1 and #2 Transmission Lines will cross six (6) wetlands and two (2) streams.  PPL Electric will obtain all required permits from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) and the United States Army Corps of Engineers prior to construction and will comply with all conditions placed on those permits.      


PPL Electric indicated that the use of the existing utility corridor will allow it to avoid widespread tree clearing.  Some localized tree clearing will be required along the edges of the utility corridor in addition to some brush clearing and tree clearing needed to access several work areas.  PPL Electric will apply adopted specifications when performing these activities. 


Estimated cost to design and construct the proposed Line is $4,250,000.  Construction is proposed to commence in June of 2012 in order to meet a May 2013 in-service date, pending approvals.




Upon review, the Commission finds that with prior approval of the Petition, docketed at P-2010-2206466, waiving 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iii) and (vi), the PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed is pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 57.71 through 57.77.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:



That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the Elroy-Hatfield #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line in Franconia and Hatfield Townships, Montgomery County, PA is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: August 25, 2011
ORDER ENTERED:  August 25, 2011
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