PENNSYLVANIA

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265


          Public Meeting held August 25, 2011

Commissioners Present:

Robert F. Powelson, Chairman

John F. Coleman, Vice Chairman
      Wayne E. Gardner 

James H. Cawley 
Pamela A. Witmer,
Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 

Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 

52 Pa. Code Chapter 57.72, for approval                                         A-2011-2244725
To site and construct the Ledgedale 138/69
kV Tap Line in Palmyra Township,
Pike County, Pennsylvania. 
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On May 27, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iv) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vii) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Sections 57.72(d)(3), 57.74 (b)(c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Pike County Commissioners, Pike County Planning Director, Palmyra Township Board of Supervisors and Palmyra Township Planning Commission.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PPL Electric seeks Commission approval to site and construct a single circuit138/69 kV transmission Tap Line.  The proposed Ledgedale 138/69 kV Tap Line will extend approximately 200 feet from the Blooming Grove- Jackson 138/69 kV Transmission Line to the new Ledgedale 69-12 kV Substation.
  The proposed tap which will be the source of electric supply for the new substation will be designed and constructed for single-circuit 138 kV operation, although initially it will be operated at  69 kV.  The operation of the line will be converted to 138 kV when electrical demand increases make it appropriate to do so.  The Tap Line, the new substation and associated 12 kV distribution facilities are required to improve the reliability of service in the area of Palmyra Township, Pike County, by increasing the number of 12 kV distribution lines in the area thereby reducing the number of customers affected by a line outage.  In addition, the project will allow PPL Electric to transfer between substations to facilitate maintenance and to restore service in the event of an outage.


According to PPL Electric, the proposed tap line will require the installation of two new single-shaft steel monopoles, approximately 75 feet high to support three power conductors and one overhead ground wire.  Both new structures will be direct-embedded and guyed.   The power conductors will be 556 kcmil
 (thousands of circular mils) 24/7 strand ACSR.
  A 3/8-inch steel overhead ground wire will provide lightning protection for the tap line.


 PPL Electric states that approximately 50 feet of the proposed tap line will occupy existing PPL Electric right-of-way through the Delaware State Forest. The balance of the tap line will be located on the substation property, which is presently under a contract that provides PPL Electric with the option to purchase the property.

PPL Electric states that the proposed construction of the Ledgedale Tap Line will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The proposed tap line will be designed, reconstructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  
PPL Electric states that no communication towers, pipelines, or other utilities will be affected by the proposed Ledgedale Tap Line.  Mountain Bay Air Park, a private airport, is located approximately 1.3 miles away from the project site.  


The proposed Ledgedale 138/69 kV Tap Line was reviewed with representatives of the Palmyra Township and Pike County, and neither the township nor the county has any objection to the project. 



PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost of the complete project is approximately $1.9 million, which includes: $725,000 for the new substation; $399,000 for the transmission line, and $776,000 for the distribution lines.  Construction is scheduled to begin in March of 2012 in order to meet an in-service date of November 2012.
Upon review, the Commission finds that PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) as the length of the tap line to be constructed is less than two miles.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law and Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach to the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the construction of the Ledgedale 138/69 kV Tap Line in Palmyra Township, Pike County, PA is hereby approved.

           2.         That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2011-2244725 be closed.
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                                                                              BY THE COMMISSION,


   






Rosemary Chiavetta

   






Secretary

(SEAL) 
ORDER ADOPTED: August 25, 2011
ORDER ENTERED: August 25, 2011
       � A 69-12 kV Substation is the smallest substation currently being constructed as part of PPL Electric’s system.  Although control equipment, which must be protected from the elements in order to function properly, will be installed at the substation, due to the small size of the substation, the control equipment will be housed in cabinets.  That is, there will be no “building” at the substation.  Therefore, PPL Electric will not be filing any petition, pursuant to 53 P.S. § 10619, for findings that would exempt a substation building from local zoning requirements with regard to this project.


     � A circular mil is the cross-sectional area of a wire one mil in diameter, where 1 kcmil = 0.5067 mm 2.


     � Aluminum conductor steel reinforced.
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