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O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed February 11, 2011.  Public notice of the application was initially given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of       June 11, 2011, with protests due by June 27, 2011.   No protests were filed.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.  The record consists of the application and the applicant’s verified statements.
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS:

Reading Yellow Cab, Inc., (applicant) is a Pennsylvania corporation domiciled at 615 Elm Street, Reading, Berks County.  Applicant seeks approval for transfer of 200 shares of the issued and outstanding stock held by Susan Innes and Barbara Wyke to Deborah Stricker.  The requested transfer will render Deborah Stricker the sole stockholder of Reading Yellow Cab, Inc.
Applicant has been a certificated carrier since February 4, 1991, and presently holds active call or demand and paratransit rights.  Deborah Stricker and Curt Stricker have been operating Reading Yellow Cab, Inc. for over fourteen years.  During that time Reading Yellow has serviced one of the largest cities in Pennsylvania, Reading, and surrounding areas under the rules and regulations of the Commission.  Curt Stricker has been directly responsible for the everyday operation of the business including dispatching, maintenance, risk management and personnel.  Together with his wife they have been responsible for every facet of the business and maintain daily operations at their base.
The buyer will continue to operate from the company address at 615 Elm Street, Reading, Pennsylvania which is supplied with the requisite computers, telephones, fax machines and two way radio communications.  At this office the buyer maintains both a garage and dispatch facility.  It is at this facility where drivers are hired and vehicles are dispatched and maintained.  All records of the business whether required by the PUC or not, including logs, complaints, driver and maintenance records shall be maintained at this office.  All records shall be retained as long as required under the appropriate statute of regulation.  All calls shall be taken by dedicated dispatchers who operate twenty four hours daily every day of the year.  Fax and internet calls shall be taken at the office as well.  All drivers possess a two way radio which provides a direct contact to the dispatch base and from which all ride requests are distributed.
The company currently employs the use of over ten drivers. It is the intent of the company that each and every one of its vehicles and drivers will be able to provide taxicab service enabling it to service the entire certificated territory on an as needed basis.  Buyer is familiar with current demand and shall add vehicles and dedicate other vehicles as needed.  As demand increases, more drivers will be solicited.      
The buyer’s company maintains extremely high driver standards.  For a driver to begin service he must first interview, must present a clean driving record and possess a clean criminal history.  The candidate is then familiarized with the operation of the company including dispatch and maintenance.  Driver records are reviewed periodically for compliance and adherence to the rules of the company.

All drivers are required to notify the company of any change in their driving record and it is run annually to check the status.  In addition to the annual run of licenses, spot checks of license validity are conducted.  Possession, use or abuse of alcohol or drugs is cause for immediate dismissal.
All vehicles are checked pre-trip and post trip for any problems.  A routine maintenance schedule is also established for each vehicle where, in addition to regular oil changes, the safety components of the vehicles are regularly checked.  Furthermore, all vehicles must be replaced prior to being eight model years old as required by PUC regulations.  This includes an annual check by the PUC in addition to the random checks conducted during any year.  The buyer shall, as part of its annual review, include the filing of its vehicle list with the PUC as required.
Buyer’s company already maintains a relationship with several transportation insurance specialists and is in possession of a current policy for its taxicabs and paratransit vehicles.  Buyer shall continue to maintain relationships with insurance specialty brokers to ensure continuity of service.

All customer complaints are directed to a dedicated number wherein they are responded to within 48 hours by management.  Managers consult with shareholders on a daily basis regarding any filed complaints.  Company makes every effort to resolve all complaints in house.  If a complaint cannot be solved to the customer’s liking, the customer is referred to the PUC. 
A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the technical expertise, experience, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service.  Applicant has no outstanding fines or assessments, which would prevent transfer of its stock.
After complete review of the record, we find:

1. The stock transfer proposed by this instant application will not adversely affect the public;

2. Approval of the unopposed application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the application for transfer of 200 shares of the issued and outstanding stock held by Susan Innes and Barbara Wyke to Deborah Stricker is approved.
2. The capital stock of Reading Yellow Cab, Inc., shall not be further sold, transferred or in any other way conveyed to any other individual, partnership, corporation, or any other entity without prior filing of an application with this Commission and approval thereof.
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 BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  September 12, 2011
ORDER ENTERED:  September 12, 2011
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