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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 




A-2011-2239180
Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to 52 
Pa. Code Chapter 57 with respect to Elroy #2
500 kV Tie Line in Hatfield Township, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On April 29, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Montgomery County Board of Commissioners, Montgomery County Planning Commission, Hatfield Township, PECO Energy Company and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service, including township supervisors and planning commissions.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval for construction of the Elroy #2 500 kV Tie Line in Hatfield Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.  The proposed tie line will supply power to the Elroy 500-138-69 kV Substation, by connecting the substation to the PECO Elroy 500 kV switchyard.  The tie line will be approximately 215 feet long and will be constructed for and operated at 500 kV.  


PPL Electric concurrently filed, on April 29, 2011, a separate LON with this Commission at Docket No. A-2011-2239171 regarding the proposed Elroy-Hatfield #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line that will run from the existing Elroy 500-138-69 kV Substation and will extend to the existing Buxmont-Hatfield #3 &#4 138/69 kV transmission line.  Although the two projects both involve PPL Electric’s 500-138-69 kV Elroy Substation, they have different purposes.  The purpose of the Elroy-Hatfield Transmission Line is to relieve load on the 138/69kV transmission lines in the area.  The purpose of the 500 kV Elroy Tie Line is to supply an additional transformer at the 500-138-69 kV Elroy Substation in order to relieve load on the transformers presently in service at the substation.  The two projects are proposed to be constructed at the same time.  



PPL Electric states that by the summer of 2013, certain facilities in Montgomery and Bucks Counties will no longer meet the standards set forth in PPL Electric’s adopted Reliability Principals and Practices (“RP&P”).  The 133-69 kV transformer at the Elroy 500-138-69 kV substation requires reinforcement in order to comply with the RP&P.  Service to approximately 18,000 customers in Bucks and Montgomery Counties served by the Elroy Substation would be interrupted by failure of this transformer, and those interruptions would continue until the transformer could be replaced.  To relieve the transformer limitations, PPL Electric proposes to install a second 500-138 kV transformer and a second 138-69 kV transformer in series to increase transformer capacity at the Elroy Substation and supply the proposed Elroy-Hatfield #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  The 500 kV tie line will be extended from a new dead end structure in the PECO Elroy switchyard to a new dead end structure in the PPL Electric Elroy Substation.     




The proposed Elroy #2 500 kV Tie Line will have a single 500kV circuit on two dead end structures.  The dead end structures will be approximately 65 feet tall and 90 ft wide and will be located within the fenced areas of the PECO switchyard and the PPL Electric Substation.  This line will be constructed entirely on property owned in deed by PPL Electric or PECO.  No additional rights-of-way are required.  



The proposed line will consist of three power conductors and one overhead ground wire.  Each conductor will consist of two 2493kcmil, 54/37 ACAR double bundle conductors.  The ground wire, which will provide lightning protection, will be .752 inch optical ground wire with 48 single mode fibers.  


One wetland and one stream will be crossed by the proposed line.  PPL Electric will obtain all required permits from the PA Department of Environmental Protection and the United States Army Corps of Engineers.  In addition, PPL Electric states they will obtain any required soil erosion and sedimentation control permits and will comply with the conditions placed on those permits.  Tree clearing is not anticipated.  


The project was reviewed by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) and it was determined that there are no anticipated impacts to National Register eligible or listed historic archeological sites, and no further investigation is required.     

PPL Electric has consulted with state and federal agencies to obtain information regarding endangered and threatened species in close proximity to the proposed Elroy #2 500 kV Tie Line.  PPL Electric states that the proposed line will not create any risk to endangered or threatened species.  



PPL Electric states that the proposed Elroy #2 500 kV Tie Line will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the health and safety.  The Tie Line will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.



The most recent revised estimated cost to design and construct the proposed tap is $834,419.  Construction is proposed to commence in February 2012 in order to meet the in service date of March 2013, pending approvals.


Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the portion of the Elroy #2 500 kV Tie Line is less than two (2) miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the Elroy #2 500kV Tie Line in Hatfield Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: October 28, 2011
ORDER ENTERED:  October 28, 2011
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